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Hiftorical Memorials. By Sir David Daltymple: 4r6.~-Sold 
éy Balfour, at Edinburgh. 


HAHESE memorials appear to have been printed occas 

fionally,. and at different timés ; they aré concérning, 

Firft, The provincial councils of the Scortiffi clergy, from the. 
earlieft accounts to the ra of the reformation. a 

Second, Canon of the church of Scotland; dtawii up-in the 
provincial councils held at Perth, A. D. 1242, arid A: Di 1269 

Third, An examination of fome of the arguments from the 
high antiquity of Regiam Majefatem ; and:an enquiry into the’au- 
thentieity of Leges Malcolmi. 

Fourth, A catalogue of the lofds,of feffion, from the inftis 
tution of the college of juftice, in the year 1532, with hifto- 
rical notes. 

The author of thefe pieces, who is likewife a fenator of 
the: college of juftice in Scotland, and an excelleht antiquary, 
acknowledges that the hiftory of the church of Scotland, during 
remote ages, is involved in impenetrable obfcurity ; and that his 
intention is not to enter into any field of contrdverfy on. that 
head. ‘* Molt of the. incidents, fays he, which I am to relate, 
are little known; fome of them are curibus; and, as] have 
no hypothefis to maintain, they will all be impartially re- _ 
lated,” ee 

The firft provincial council, mentioned by this author is faid 
to have been held under Conftantine king of: Scotland, and’, 
Vou. XX1X. FanMy, 1770. * BR Kel. 
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Kellach, bifhop. The learned editor has not informed as, 
whether this Conftantine was the fecond of that name, who be~ 


gam his reign, according- te the Scotch hiftorians, in 858. Be 
that as it will, he is inclined to think that the Mons Creaulitatis 


at Scone, is the fame with the Mons Placiti at the fame place 
retained by Malcolm Mac Kenneth, when he generoufly parcelled 
out all Scotland among his vaflals. We believe it would be no 
difficult matter to prove that the Moas Credulitatis was a very 
different place from the Moas Placiti; and unimportant as the 
difference appears at prefent, it might perhaps férve to elucidate 
the nathre of that’ very extraordinary prefent which Matcolm 
made to his people, or, as this editor pleafes to calt them, his 
vaffals: Without difputing the Mons Creduktatis to have beer 


thé mounr of faith; itis without alt doubt that the moot hit 


is entirely a Saxon word) for’ fons Placiti; or the; mountain of 
pleas or debates, called in Saxon motes ; and we believe that the 
Scotch to this very day, retain the term of the Moot Hill of 
Scone. ‘The want of hiftorical evidence prevents us from exa- 
mining whether Malcolm, if he-made uch a diftribution, did 
not oblige his vafals to Tepair to this judicial, and perhaps i 
giflatwe Hill, whidH he is’ faid to- have :eferved for ‘his owt ufe, 

in order to make them’ fwear ‘to the’ terms ‘apon which - eal 
were to bold their lands. We know not, nor is it very material, 

whether any appearance of that hill now remains’; but it ‘is be 
yond doubt, that mioft foveréign princes of thofe'ages chofé fore 
entinence ‘by way of fuggeftum, either natural’ of artificial, : be it 
ever fo trifling, on’ which they placed’ the ‘royal throne, - and ’ 
held theit motes or courts of juftice; all, However, we' have 


faid- on this head is'mere matter of conjettinre' and analogical : 


enquiry. 

This author is of opinion that the account of Alexander IT.’ 
king of Scotland having, in 1237, refuféd*to fuffer a pope’s le~ 
gate fo enter his dominions, becaufe no legate had ever been ‘ad- 


mitted irito his kingdom, i: ertoneotts ; as legates had-held conn~' ’ 


cils in Scotland before, particularly in 1221, at Perth, for 
whith ‘he quotes tlte chartoldry of Murray.’ This certainly*is ‘a 
ftrony ‘authority, if that chartulary is authenti¢, or if the prieft - 


entered!’ Scotland with legantine powers. If thé words of Mats * 


théw Patis are properly confidered, Alexander might mean no 
more than that none’of his predeceffors had willingly fuffered-a 
legatétd enter their kingdom. Perhaps the king underftood 
by a legate only a Roman tax ‘gatherer, fent to fleece his pougie 
as He had done the Enpiliftt. 


In the remaining part of this differtation the reader, who is’ - 


fond of Scotch ecclefiaftieal hiftory, will find many excellent ob- 


fervation's upon the inaccuracy of its authors and compilers ‘as 


well 
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well as upon the:generalyftate of that churchy: before and at the» 
time of the Reformation. . An Englifh readers: however, who: 
has the leaft cusiofity coricerning the ancientftate of the drama! 
in that country, muft be agreeably amufed with ine following : 
quotation. 

‘ From,,the time of the. Reformation, itis. fappoted that’ 
every ordinance of the church is known, andievery hiftorical 
fact, concerning thecharch,,.afcértained;, arid yet how: few are 
there who. ever peruled the, Book of the univerfalikizk, in which’ 
many, ordinarices and hiftorical fa&s, not to be found elfewherey 
are recorded. | 

« T fubjpin a fpecimen of curious particulars i in its all relating’ 
to one fubje&, 

‘ March 1574, .*4 It is, thought meit and coneludit, that’ 
na clerk-playes, comedies or tragedies, de maidof the canonical 
Jeriptures,; mew as auld, on, Sabboth-day' nor! warl-day, in tini¢ 
coming.:. The contraveners hereof, if they be minifters, to be’ 
fecludit fra-the fan@ion sand if they be utheris; to be punifhed 
be the difci; line of the; kick.) And ordaines ahoarticle to be 
given into. fick as fitts upon the policie, ‘that for uther playes; 
comedies, ;tragedies, and. wtheris_ profaine playes, as are not 
maid upon authentic pairtes:of the fcriptures, may be confiderrd | 
before they be proponit publicklie; and that they be uot ine? upon iy 
Sabboth dayes 3 p. b4lg 

_4576,; ‘ The aflembly refules to give liberty tothe Bailie 
of Dunfermline,, to play upon the Sanday afternoon a certain play, 
wwhilk is met made upon ihe sunonical parts of Jeripture, in refpeet of 
the a& paft in the contrair;” p. i 61. 

1577~- Propofal to the Regent, ‘* Thatehis Basie: would 
difcharge the plays of Rébix~huid, King of Mayy and fick utheris}' 
on the Sabboth day ;” p.. 168. 

1579» Quer. from the fynodallis. ‘* Quhat ought to be' 
done to. fik perfone$,,ithat after admenition, will pafs to Mays 
playes;, and fpecially elders and deacones, and utheris quha! 
beargs offices within the kirk ?. 4n/: They aticht ‘not t6 be ads’ 
mittit to. the facraments without fatisfaction ; in fpecial, elder# 
and deacons.” Weare tog apt to 4gure to ourfelves the re- 
formers of that age as perfons of impolitic and inflexible aus! 
fterity.’ 

Asa fpecimen of our author’s impartiality, we thall juft melts 
tion his: being fo much divefted of religious’ prepoffeftions, that! 
upon his aceufing Knox's hiftory for being exceedingly partial’ 
and erroneous, i ati account of certain canons, he fubjoins thé 
following note. ’ 

‘ This is a trong charge; and I will make it good. Whée 
ther the paflage here cenfured be the work of an interpolator, 
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4 Sir David Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Memorials. 

or of Knox hinfelf, is nothing tome. I feek truth where f 
can find it: if 1 am fuccefsful in my fearch, Iam’ happy ; if 
not, unfortunate. 1am willing to admit that Knox was zea- 
lous in a good caufe ; but no zeal can juftify a man for mifre- 
prefenting an adverfary. My freedom may offend ;: but if we 
are to be governed by names and authorities of man, why did 
we leave the church of ‘Rome, where there are as good names 
and authorities of man ?? 

The canons of the church of Seotland are , sccoitipannted with 
many ufeful notes, which ferve to elucidate the civil as well as 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of that kingdom. By the z3d canon it 
appecrs that the celibacy of the Scotch clergy was of @ very ex- 
traordinary kind, and that their concubines were in reality 
their wives, though they and their children were difabled from 
holding ia; eftates and houfes. ‘The editor has given us the 
canon itfelfin Latin as follows. | 

* XXIIL Item falubri provifione decrevimus, ut clerici bene- 
ficiati de catero domus aut poffeffiones laicas ad opus concubina- 
ram et filiorum fuorum emere non prafumant, nec etiam ad 
opus eorum domos conftruant in feodo laicali; fed nec etiam 
pecuniam miniftrent ad hujufmodi emenda, ad opus ilorum, 
ut fic eis fubtrahatur occafio malignandi. Si quis fuper hoc 
habeatur jufta ratione fofpedus, nifi ad arbitrium fuperioris fe 
pargaverit, ipfius arbirrio puniatur. Preterea, licet tefta- 
menta legitima clericorum beneficiatorum decedentium. volumus 
obfervari, nolumus tamen quod concubinis aliquid in tefta- 
mento fuo relinquant. Quod fi de catero factum fuerit, totum 
Wud in ufum ecelefie quam rexit defuncius, Epifcopt arbitrio’ 
convertatur.’ 

As Sir David bas not thought proper to oblige us with a 
tranflation of this curious canon we fhal} attempt one. 

* Likewife by a falutary provifion we have decreed that bene- 
ficed clergymen fhall ‘not prefume to buy houfes or lay eftates 
for the ufe of their concubines or their fons; nor fhall they 
build houfes for them upon a lay fief; neither are they to fur- 
nifh them with money for buying fuch houfes, that oceafion of 
flander may be thus taken away. If any one fhall, upon juft 
grounds, be fufpeéted on this head, unlefs he fhall purge him- 
felf to the fatistagtion of his fuperior, let him be punifhed at 
his pleafure. Farther, although we are willing that the lawful 
teitaments of beneficed clergymen who are dead, fhould be ob- 
ferved, yet we prohibit their leaving any thing by their laft wii? 
to their concubines. If fucha thing fhould be done, let the 
whole of it be converted at the pleafure of the bifhop to the ufe 
ef the church where he prefided.’ 


In 





























Sir David Dalrymple’s Hiforical Memoriah. 5 

In the 34th canon mention is made is a charter, fo early es 
the time of William the Lion, of the tythe of fea fith. If we 
miftake not, fuch a tythe is mentioned by Sir Robert Sibbald, 
‘ jn his hiftory of Fife, to have been eftablifhed even before that 
time by David I. of the felchs at Kinghorn, payable to the abbey 
of Dumnfermling. 

The 63d canon gives us a curious inventory of the utenfils 
that every prieft had a right to in the parfonage-houfe when he 
came to his living. Thefe were, firft, in the hall or dining 
room, 4 fufficient table with treffels or wooden fupporters, a ba- 
fon and a ewer, a napkin and a towel; fecond, in the kitchen, 
a brafs-pot, a pan, a ftool, a kettle crook, a chain from which 
the kettle hung, a peftle and a mortar. In the brewhoufe, a 
mafh-vat, a trough, a vat, a fa, (what utenfil that was we 
know not) and a barrel. 

Our author in his examination of fome of the arguments for 
the high antiquity of the Regiam Majeflatem, attacks the fidelity 
of Skene, the editor of that work ; ‘ to all appearance, fays he, 
Skene was a carelefs if not an unfaithful publiiher ;? ;’ and he hints 
that the vaft labour he was at in preparing from old worn-out 
manuferipts a correct copy for the prefs, was a difficulty of his 
own making. A copy of the Regiam Majeflatem prefented by 
the firft earl of ’ Cromerty, which antiquaries think to be the 
olaeft manufecripts extant in Scotland, is fuppofed, by Sir James 
Dalrymple, to be written in the days of Robert I. who was 
contemporary with Edward [I. of England, and lived to the 
reign of Edward III. but his name-fake, this.writér, feems to 
be of a different opinion. Orie of his reafons is, that he could 
not perceive the fimiliarity between the writing of the manufcript, 
and any writing he had feen of the age of RobertI. As we 
know nothing of the fa&, we are very forry that this author did 
not order a few lines from that manufcript to be engraved, 
which might be done at a very trifling expence; and as we 
never have obferved. any difference between the hand-writing 
of the fame age publifhed by Anderfon, and Madox, and others, 
the doubt might have been afcertained, and perhaps the de- 
cifion final upon an intuitive comparifon between the Scotch 
and Englifh hand-writings, 

Our author next proceeds to fhow his ‘ reafons for doubting 
of the care and fidelity of Skene in his edition of that work. 

‘ He thus publifhes that celebrated paflage, Regiam Maje/- 
tatem, 1. 2, Cc. 33. ** Cum quis autem moritur habens filium 
poftnatum, et ex primogenjto filio, jam mortuo, nepotem, 
magna juris folet eff: dubitatio, uter eorum preferendus fit in 
illa fucceffione, fcilicet utrum filius vel nepos. Dicunt gzi- 
dam, filium poftnatum rectiorem effe heredem, quam nepotem 
B 3 talems 
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talem ; ea fcilicet ratione, quia flius primogenitus, cum more 
tem patris non expe@tayit, nec etiam expedlavic quod ejus. efleg 
hares; et ideo, cum filius poftnatus fupervixerit tam patrem 
quam hzredem, recté, ut dicunt, patri fuccedit. _iis..vero 
vifum eft contrarium ; videlicet, talem nepotem d¢ jure patrue 
efle przferendum.” 

‘ Thus Skene, and to the word a/iis he adds this marginal 
note, “* ut Glaav. |. 7. ¢. 3.” 

* When this paflage, as publifhed by Skene, is compared 
with the MSS. a moft extraordinary variation will be difco- 
vered, 

‘ Lord Cromerty” s MS. has thefe words, ‘* Aliis vero vifum 
eft contrarium.” There follows, ‘* ut Ricardo de Lucy, ef 
R. de Glanyilia, talem nepotem de jure patruo effe preferene 
dum.” 

_ € The MS. 1488, ,part 2. ¢, 34. bears, ‘ Dicunt quidam, 
yiz. Rainulphus de Glanvilla,” &c, 

“In like manner the MS. 1528, part 2. ¢.67. bears, 
‘«* Dicunt quidam, viz. Rainulphus de Glainvilla.” ~ , 

‘ The MSS. 1439 and 1520, mention in the margin, 
~~ Rainulphus de Glanvilla.” This is in the fame hand with 

e.refi of the writing. | 

* Lord Auchinleck’s MS. |. 2z,..¢. 39. bears, **: Dicunt 
“quidam, viz. Raynulphus, quod filius poftnatus refior eft 
eres,” &c, 

* Mr. Crofbie’s MS. l. 2. ¢. 32. bears, ‘* Dicunt quidam, 
viz. Ranulpbus de Glenwilla.” 
 € Thave had no opportunity of confulting the Yelverton MS. 
it is however fo recent, that no inference could be drawn from 
‘it, either one way or other. 

‘ Thus all the feven MSS. of Regiam Majcfiatem that are. 

referved in, Scotland, ‘uniformly bear. reference. to Glanville, 
although the eldeft MS. alone does truly exprefs his opinion. 

* It is firange if the fatal name of ‘{ Ranalpbus: de Glanvilla” 
gid not appear in any one of the MSS. from which Skene formed 
‘his edition ; if it did, it is no lefs ftrange that Skene fupprefled 
it.——His marginal note feems to fhew that he knew too well 
what might be implied by aliis, 1 prefume that ‘¢.R. de Glan- 
villa” was not.one of the various readings which.in: his preface 
he confiders as ‘‘ /uce ac memoria indigna,” 

* If the words ‘* R. de Glanvilla” be not an interpolation, 





_the controverly, Whether Regiam Majeflatem, or the work of 
Glanville, is the original, which will be brought .to.a fhort 


xflue? for a treatife compofed in the reign of David I. could not 
make any reference to Glanville’s treatilg.’ 


We 


















Sir David: Dalrymple’s Hiforiee! Memorials. 9 
-.. We have already given our opinion concerning ,the Regiam 
Moajeftatem* ; but as the queftion now comes to a, matter of 
fact, which we fhall not difpute; we tha!l only beg leave to afk 
avhat is the confequence—Skene, held.a.place of greateminence, 
we mean for thefe times, in. the law.of Scotland. He adyanced 
that he publifhed this work from) Such old .moth.eaten manu- 
dcripts, that the publication. was.a.kind of Augean ftable, and 
ithat, through the carelefsnefs.of tranfcribers, many. ,paflages 
ewere fo disjointed and confufed, as either to corrupt or anni- 
hilate the fenfe. If we are not miftaken, his publication was at 
-the national coft; and he lived at the time-when lawyers and 
other antiquaries were not wantiog in Scotland, capable to have 
detected and expofed any fuch infidelity,as this author, fulpedrs 
chim guilty of. lt is the more reafonable to believe this, as.Craig, 
who was a fewdift, and did honour to the learning of his country, 
-was of a diregt contrary opinions and it is unreafonable. to fup- 
ipofe that he had not his followers.among the faculty of lawyers. 
An interpolation of the text therefore, which this gentleman 
fuppofes, is quite out of.the queftion in this controverfy. He 
leaves the,age.of its oldeft manufcript doubtful; and the other 
manufcripts he meations are of no kind of validity, being all 
within the era.of printing, excepting one, dated 1439. He 
fuppofes, and we think very candidly, Cromerty’s »manufcript 
to be dater than. the ead of Robert I, . Why therefore might 
not Skene have printed from an,older manufcnipt where no.ne- 
tice in the text was taken ef Glanville? We fha!l,. however, 
be glad to beirefolved of the following fa&, whether. this Cro- 
mexty’s manufcript contains all that is to be found.in the copy 
printed by Skene? If it does mot, we think the prefumption 
very {trong that Skene printed from .an older,manufccipt. In 
‘fhort, we-cannot upon the whole imagine, that the omiflion 
of the words mentioned by this,author, is ,a.proof of Skene’s 
infidelity ; and, we muft be of opinien, that it would be a moft 
dangerous dogtrine in literature, if,, fince the art of. printing 
was difcovered, an’.omifion ,of this, kind in fo important a 
‘pablication, fhould tee charged, on the: memory of ,asi.editor, 
who publifhes his works in his own life-time, and in ann we 
may calla juridical capacity, 7 
If the mention ‘of the decretals of Gregory IX. and ,Boni- 
face VHI. ia the manufcript, are the genuine text, we mouftad- 
_mit, that it.goes far-towards a reprobation of the Regiam Maje/- 
tatem being coeval with David Ly but,till, the genuine text can be 
afcertained, which is,not at ail improbable may happen, the ver= 
dict of critical learning mult, wadaubtod tt bein Skene’s favour. 


* See Vol, xxiv. p. 84. | | : 
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This writer, in examining the high antiquity of Regiam Ma-° 
jtfatem, pleads the caufe of Edward I. whom he calls a tyrant, 
What tenefit, fays he, could Edward derive from deftroying 
a few infignificant parchments ??—‘ A conqueror, continues 
he, like Edward I. had no occafion to deftroy harimlefs charters, 
or monaftic chronicles, if pofiible, ftill more harmlefs.” Accord- 
ing to this doétrine, a writer of the Englifh hiftory in the year. 
2319, may fay: Nothing can better convince'us of the futility of 
the Englith hiftory, than the ridiculous fuppofition that about 
the year 1747, 2 Britith parliament, then thought the moft au- 

uft affembly of any in the world thould deliberate for a whole 
feffion, whether the poor abje& Highlanders of Scotland fhould 
not be obliged to clothe their backfides, nay, to lay afide the 
fimple claffical apparel of their anceftors. A legiflature like 
that of Great Britain cannot be fuppofed to have had any fuch 
averfion to naked pofteriors, though not cafed in breeches, or 
an apparel that was ufed by the Romans themfelves, What 
inconfiftencies will not writers, fond of particular notions, run 
themfelves into? and, what is ftill more extraordinary, thofe ab- 
furdities have been favoured by authors not quite deftitute of 
learning, even fo far back as the year 1980.” 

Thus far our hiftorian of the 24th Century. . A contem- 
porary critic, may, perhaps, anfwer, that the faés reft upon 
unqueftionable authoritics ; and that it was a facrifice made by 
the legiflators of thofe days to the delicacy. of their ladies; 
another may fay, with more juftice, that the government re- 
folving to root out every thing that could fug gett an idea of a 
future rebellion, very wifely abolifhed -a diftinétion of drefs, 
which notorioufly operated to that purpofe. ‘What could con- 
duce more to Edward the firft’s fcheme of incorporation, or ra- 
ther fubjection, than to endeavour to deftroy ‘all the evidences 
that could revive the opinion of their independency in the 
minds of Scotchmen? Was it not for that purpofe, that he 
removed from Scotland even the harmlefs ftone and rotten 
chair, that are ftill to be feen in Weftminfter- Abbey ? 

Having faid thus much, we very reatily acknowledge, that 
many Scotch records of great antiquity efcaped Edward and 
his agents; but this appears to have been through the public 
fpirit of the barons and churchmen of thofe days; and the re- 
cords of that kingdom, feem to have fuffered more from the 
fanaticifm of the reformers than the ambition-of their. con- 
querors. This writer is candid enough to admit of the ana- 
chronifm we already pointed out* in our Review of lord Lit- 
telton’s Hiftory, as if the Regiam Majeflatem had been coms: 





* See Ibid. p. 87. 
pofed 


























Stavely’s Romith Horfelech, 9. 


pofed in the reign of David II. We agree with him as to the 
charaéter ‘he gives Ferrarius, who, we believe, was a fo 
coxcomb in literature ; and that it would be no difficult mattér 
to afcertain the principal papers that were carried off by Ed- 
ward I. from Scotland,. efpecially as we ‘have an inventory of 
thofe that were carried to London in his’ predecefior’s reigm, 
publifhed by Rymer. 

The reader will pardon us for extending this article to fome 
jJength, as the fubje@ of it is a work of great induftry and eri- 
tical difcernment ; and as we were, in fome meafure, interefted 
in defending our former opinion concerning the celebrated 
code of the Scotch law. As to the other parts of this work, — 
we think them well worthy the perufal of every antiquary ; nor 
are we at all an advocate for the authenticity of the Mac Al- 
pine laws, or the Chronicle of Kinlofs. 

The catalogue of the lords of feffion from the inftitution of 
the college.of juftice in the year 1532, is attended with fome 
curicus hiftorical notes which muft be very entertaining. to iat 
who ftudy the laws and hiftory of Scotland. 
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JI. The Romith Horfeleech ; or, an impartial Account of the inte- 
lerable Charge-of Popery to this Nation, in an Hiftorical Remem- 
brance of fome of thofe prodigious Sums of Money heretofore ex- 
torted from all Degrees, during the Exercife of the Papal Power 
bere. To which is annexed, An Effay of the Supremacy of the 
King of England. By Thomas Stavely, Ef, 8a. Pr. 35. 
6d. Davies. 


¢*] "Hamas Stavely, Efq. of Cuffington i in Leicefterthire, was 
admitted of the Inner-Temple, July 2, 1647, and was 
called to the bar the 12th of June, 1654. He was tteward 
of the court of records at Leicefter, and died 168 3. Such. is 
the brief account this editor has been able to give of the 
excellent antiquary, the author of the work: before us. It 
was publifhed in the reign of Charles If; when the nation, 
‘with horror, beheld the impending danger of a popifh fuccef- 
for to the crown, and it undoubtedly had its effet ;. but, like 
other temporary fervices, the danger being. over, it was con-_ 
figned to oblivion. Without enquiring too minutely into the 
reafons of this republication, or whether -a late furvey difco- 
vered the.number of Roman Catholics in England to have 
been greater than is generally mentioned ;, and, indeed, with- 
out any confideration to the.prefent ftate of popery in Great 
Britain, this work is a valuable repofitory of hiftorical faés, 
and places within a fhort compafs an accurate and diftin& view 


of 
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40 Stavely’s Romith, Horfeleach, 


af the Romifh exaGions in former times. This. elucidation 
does the higheft and moft important fervice to the civil, as well 
as teligious, biftory of this country. 

The following pafiage informs us of a moft curious. text 
‘from cardinal Pole’s works, which we do not remenyber to 
Aave feen quoted in the late controverfy concerning that fo- 
lemn tool of flavery and fuperftition *, 

‘ Then, when, Chrift, fays our auiber, told St. Peter, that 


-he would make him a ffeer of men, though poffibly the inno- 
‘cent and meek apoftle, not fully apprehending the full import 


ief that right which thereby was conferred on him, applied him- 
Self to.a kind of fpiritual fifhing, hunting after fome myftical 


fies, to inclofe them in the net of fome invifible kingdom in 
the jheavens ; and cardinal Pool interprets the donation thus: 


thou and thy Succeffars feall have dominion over all men, ruling over 
dings, and commanding, regulating, and eajiing out emperors: yet 


the good apoftle’s more illuminated fucceffors, have now hit 
.mpon the true import and meaning, and conclude that Chrift 


did not only give them a power to fifth for men, but fer money 
alfo, and for that purpofe conferred on them a right to fith in 
ail fecular ponds and rivers.’ 

The reader, perhaps, may have a very laudable curio- 
fity to be particularly informed of the different heads with 
which this hydra, called the Romifh horfeleech was furnifhed. 
We fhall therefore gratify his defire, and leave him to wonder 
how any kingdom could furvive fuch copious evacuations of 


‘treafure, Peter-Pence.—Firft fruits aud tenths. —Confirmation 
‘and admiffion-money.—Legatine levies.—-King John’s penfion. 


~— Appeals. —Difpenfations —Indulgences, pardons —Reliques, 
Agnus Dei’s, croffes, pictures, &c.—~Rood of grace, images, 
miracles.—Jubilees, pilgrimages,——Offerings, gifts, prefents, 
&c. Colle&ions, contributions, courts, jurifdiGions. 
Contributions for the Holy Land.—Croifado’s.—Ambafladors, 
agents.—Strangers beneficed. — Priories aliens. —- Knights 
templars and hofpitallers,—Elections of popes and ¢ardinals.— 
Siding in {chifms.—Englifh popes and cardinals. —Canonifa- 








tions. — Pope’s legates, collectors, &c.—Caurfins, Lombards..— 


Complaints of the people —-Sums exhaufted.—Abbies, mo- 


nafteries, &c.—+Chanteries, free chapels, colleges.—Shrines, 


reliques, &c,——Itinerary priefis, confecrations, vifitors, courts, 


confeflions, &c.—Purgatory, with its dependents,—Mafies, 
anniverfaries, obits, requiems, . dirges, placebo’s, trentals, 


jamps, &c.—The place and torments of purgatory, — 





—— — a nel 


* See Vol. xvii. p. 413, & pafim.. 
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Rutty’s Chroudagical Hifry of tbe Beate anda a8 
« If our readers are.amazed..at the variety,ef the means fav 
draining England of its money, ihe, muft.be no, lef, % atthe 
credulity of the people. England atthat.time contained aiknife 
belonging to our Saviour, the hairs:of 3 

of St. Paul's blood, the hapd of St.4Joha 2 e 
relics of the apoftles Andrew,and Philip, the ear w 
gut of from Malchys, a piece. of, Gt. Andeew's ovals, he ‘Mire 
gin Mary’s girdle was fhewn in eleyen places, and her ‘smilkiin 
gight,; nothing was more common:thaa her, fmocks,ithe wood 
of the holy crofs.was feen in twenty places, .the Jeoals: chat 
broiled St. Laurence and two nibs (of; the fame martyr were 
{een in a cryftal veficl, The, catalogue: of thefe sanditwo or 
three hundred other relies is clofed. with the three follewing. © 

‘ The image of an angel with one wing,. which brought hither 
the fpear’ s-head that pierced Chrift’s’ fide—an i image of our 
Lady, with a taper in her hand, as burned ‘nine ‘years ‘without 
wafting, till, one forfwearing himfelf thereon, it wentout, and 
was then found to be but a piece of wood—our Lady of Wor- 
‘¢gefter, from which éertajn veils and dreffings beir ie away, 
there appeared the ftatyte of a bifhop ten feet’ 

Our author next gives us the hiftory of * the Rood of Grace at 
Bexley in Kent, which being ‘made with divers vices and wires 
fo turn the eyes and move the lips, was thewed publiekly at 
Paul's crofs, by John bifhop of Rochefter, and there broken, 
and pulled in pieces, the people laughing at that which they 
‘adored but an hour before.’ 

- This republication muft give’ an Englithman’ of the’ 

fent age a very fenfible mortification, efpecially ‘as all the 
inflances of credulity, fuperftition, tytanny and ieabeliire ad 
duced by the author are fupported by Dati aie autha- 
ities. 


| 
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III. 4 Chronslogi¢al Hiftary of the Weather pa Seales, and the 
prevailing Difeafes in Dublin, With their arious’ 
Succeffions, and Revolutions, during the Space of. fo Ne * i 
With a comparative View of the Dif erence of the Iri 
and Difeafes, and thofe_of Baad and other vat as 
John Rutty, M.D. 8. zi 6;.., Robinfon and Roberts, 





He influence of the air in producing difeates,. was one of 
F the firft obfervations which were made in the Bani of 
phyfic ; and the medical faculty remaini oases with that 
general do@trine, it is only of late that they have thought of 
gonfirming it by chronological hiftariesof the weather. -Of the 

wtiters who have directed their ment to this fpecies. of. ob 


fervation, 























12 Rutty’s Chronological Hiftory of the Weather and Seafons. 
fervation, the author of the work before us may be reckone? 
amongft the moft confiderable ; as he exhibits a hiftory of the 
weather and prevailing difeafes in Dublin, during a period of 
no lefs than forty years. This hiftory has been drawn up from 
diaries, regularly kept, both of the weather and difeafes ; but 
the author, apprehending that the proxility of a journal, on 
one hand, would deter moft men from reading it, and on the 
other, that quarterly or yearly accounts would not be fuffici- 
ently explicit, has reduced the diaries of the weather into 
monthly regifters, and contracted the accounts of the difeafes, 
But that our readers may be the better enabled to judge of the 
method, we fhall prefent them with the hiftory of the weather 
for the year 1725, the period at which the regifter commences, 


S P R1N G. 


* March was moftly fair and pleafant, fometimes fharp and 
cold; the eleventh high winds at S. E. The principal winds 
N. E. 

‘ April was alternately fair, cloudy, and fhowery. The 
twentieth and twenty-firft a.good.deal of rain. The principal 
winds S, W. 

* May exhibited a good deal of fair weather, but with clouds 
and rain interfperfed. The twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth 
ftormy; the twelfth and twentieth hot, towards the end cold. 
The principal winds N. E. and S, W. In the fpring inter- 
mitting fevers appeared, which vanifhed at the beginning of 
fummer : alfo fome exanthematous fevers appeared, which, 
for the moft part, were not dangerous. 


§S UM M BE R. 


« June. Frequent and very plentiful rains, not many fair 
days, though it concluded fair and very hot, From the feventh 
to the feventeenth very cold and unpleafant. The twenty-. 
third ftormy and cold. The principal winds W, 

‘ July. Rain and cold winds prevailed until the twenty- 
third, and S. W. winds. The feventh and eighth ftormy. 

‘ July. From the twenty-third to the end «moftly fair, 
fometimes warm with S. E. and E. winds. 

« Auguft. The beginning was moftly fair, but the re- 
mainder was frequently cloudy, ‘wet, and cold: The ninth, 
fixteenth, and twenty-third, much rajo, the principal winds 
W. and S. W. In fummer there was a purple petechial fever, 
chiefly a.xong the poor, and it was not mortal. 


A U T U M N. 


« September. The firft half for the moft part fair, and fre- 
quently hot ; the latter half there were frequent rains, and it 
was 
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was much coldef. The Bed sign and twenty- ight | 


mach rain and high winds, rede Lae winds W.. and 
© Otober was alternately fk clou a ie 
ent rains: very cold the eighth and. teach, ies ithe 
rft, twelfth, thirteenth, feventeenth, "fretliesh a prin- 


cipal winds S. E. 

‘ November was fair, cloudy, and wet by intervals ; much 
rain the fifteenth, fixteenth, and twenty-ninth. gh winds. 
the firft, third, fifteenth, fixteenth, twenty-fifth an twenty- 
riinth : the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth, frofty, ‘The 
principal winds N. W. In September and Oétober a emitting 
fever was obferved, chiefly among the poor, fometimés attended 
with purple {pots, and commonly ending with a feet in fit- 
teen days, and not mortal. 

‘ The fum total of burials in Dublin i in 1724 was two thou- 


fand nine hundred and forty-one. 


WIN T BR, sas, 17260. . | 

* December. Frofty in the pegionie and fome fnow: elfe 
alternately fair, cloudy, and wet. orm the fecond ;. high 
winds the fifth, ninth, twentieth, pA isinearrd and twenty- 
fecond. The principal winds W. 

‘ January was a month of the hardeft sidihaen for fnow, 
rains, floods, and great inundations over all Europe that yi 
was known. High winds the firft, fecond, fifteenth, and 
twenty-feventh. The principal winds N. W. and S. W. 

‘ February was cloudy, rarely fair, cold, with. Hreqnent | 
fhowers of fnow or fleet. The third and fixth much rain ; 
eighteenth ftormy ; the twenty-fifthfand twenty-fixth. fot, 


SU M M A: Ri-Y. 

* The fpring inclined to fair and dry. 

‘ The fummer wet and cold, as over the greateft part of 
Europe. 
' © The autumn variable. 

‘.A cold winter, fnow and rain frequent. ? 

The introduétion contains feveral ingenious remarks on the 
climate and difeafes of Ireland in particular; and,.upon the 
whole, we think the work is. an | acquifition to the saturek 
hiftory of that kingdom. 
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IV. An Inquiry into the Efficacy of Warm Bathing in Palfes. By 
R. Charleton, M.D. Phyfician to the General Ho/pital at Bath- 
8v0. Pr.is. 6d. White. 


I* might naturally be imagined, from the general title of 

this Inquiry, that it promifed an account of the effects of 
every kind of warm bathing in palfies, though the author 
only 




























































th Chatteton on tbe Bffedey of warm Bathing in Palfus: . 
only treats of the’ particular effeéts of the Bath waters alotie }. 
his inteiitibri Being to afcertdin the queftion, whether fuch an 
ule of thefe-waters be beneficial ‘or injurious in thofe diforders. 
of the herve? The principal authorities produced for and, 
againft this practice are taken from Dr. Willis and Dr. Mead, the. 
former of whom has exprefly recommended, the Bath waters as 
the moft effefual remedy in paralytic complaints, whilf the. 
latter condemns all kind of warm bathing without exceptions. 
In ordef to determine this point, Dr. Charleton. exhibits a ta- 
ble of. the number of paralytic patients admitted, into the ge- 
néral hofpital at Bath, during the fpace of thirteen. years, by. 
which it appears, that out of nine hundred and fixty-nines, 
eight hundred and thirteen were benefitted, In, regard to the 
objedtions which have been urged againft thefe waters, he ob- 
ferves, that © itis ‘natural for men to be governed in their 
judgments by what falls under their own obfervation: hence 
it is, that we are often tempted’ to draw general conclufions 
fromh the good, or ifl, fuccefs of a few partitular cafes. But 
it ison full and'repéated experience, not on partial or cafual, 
that‘apHorifins in thé art of medicine are to be drawn, or car 
be well founded ; and, therefore, as the evidences ‘here pro- 
diced aré Both nimerous'and decifive, I flialfndt hefitate to 
affifm, whatever'anthority there may be to-the contrary, tbat 
Batbing'in'thefé waters is ufeful in palfet,’ | 

In fapport'of the doé&fine above delivered, our ‘atithor pro- 
dices feverat particular: cafes’ of palfies arifing from various 
caufes, which, ‘together with thé good effets’ of thefe waters, 
contain’ many judicious and ufeful obfervatiéris; We thal? 
prefent our readers with the following, as exhibiting a cafe of 
a very fingular nature..: | | 


A palfp of the lower limbs, from convulfion fits. 


* Samuel Manning, of Minching Hamptofi;' aged 22, liad 
been always healthy’ till one day, having over-héated ‘himfelf 
dnd getting wet immediately ‘afterwards, he'was' taken in the 
evening with’ fo fevere a pain’ in’ his head ‘and back, that he 
Becaine {péechtefs'and loft his  ferifes: 

‘« By bleeding, blifters, and other proper’ remedies, ‘he was irr 
a few days brought to himfelf; but the attack left behind a 
train of nervous {fpafms, which affeCted him for a fortnight, aud 
frequently occafioned convulfion fits. 

‘ When thefe fits left him, he had, for above, a month, pe- 
riodical returns of a numbnefs .in his legs and thighs ; which 
were preceded by a ftrange uneafy fenfation in the Os Sacrum, 
ahd {mart pains in the foles of his feet. 


4 * This, 
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¢ This numbnefs, which always began about eight in the ever ° 
ing and continyed till four in the morning, at length ceafitigs” 
he was again feized with convilfion ‘fits, for? four days factef. 
fively!; in which his ftrugglings were violent,’ and? white . —. 
lafted” he was deprived of: his fenfes. , 30 

« Two days after thefe fits had ceaféd, the’ fase trabber ier 
vous {pafms returned with which he had been affetted! in vie>? 
beginiting of his’ diforder, ‘Their continwanee; indeed, ‘Was 
fhort;.. but‘ eben they left him: totally void! ofall’ motion in his’” 
lower limbs: for whichcomplaint he was fent'to ‘our’ hofpital.’ ‘ 

« About three weeks after his entrance on-a regimen of thele” 
wASEEA, he fell iil of the fmall pox, and was'then'in fo'feéble'a’ 
ftaté, that his recovery was) fearcely to be expeéted. He'got, 
however, through thatdiftemper, which was ‘of the fulle® di 
ftin& fort, bat received no benefit as to his palfy in’ confequence’ . 
of it... He reterned as foon’as was proper ‘to the waters ;- drank ’ 
thént in moderate dofs, and ‘ufed bathing every'third morhitg. 
This® plan: he purfiied' fortwo’ months,’ arid: obtained: by ‘it 2 * 
confiderable abatement im’ his paralytiecomplaints ; when,: ty 
an att of great imprudence,. he nor only put a ftop to his ; 
grefty but endangered his lites: “For, ashe was carried to : i 9 
hathy he'was taken with athivering and a pain in his head; 
notwithftanding thefe fymptoms of a fevere cold, he went | 
the bath, and ftaid there much too'long.'- On ‘his‘retiira, he® 
pain of the head increafed' to’ that ‘degrec'as'to- render hind 
lirious; and a fever fuceeéded; which rusey days fabjetied 
him to the moft imminent dangef. © -'' * 

© Wher the ill effeQs of this accident were over) a burftt> 
of His former plan, ‘wninterrupted ' by any finiftér events, Pffeel 
tually reftored his limbs to their native ftrength’ and adtivity’s 
andy 'after'a refidence in the-hofpital of'"127' days, he rettithed 
hose? free from all complaints. 

© It may be remarked from the’ enumeration’ of the Gi * 
toms in many of the preceding cafes, that thofe diforders which” 
aré ufually:termed nervous or hyiterie do frequently accompany ©’ 
thé'palfy;-and, as it likewife appears’ from the’ prefent; as 
as froni'a foregoing hiftéry (and’ other exarhples might! have “ 
bee pfoduted) that'they fometimes alfo' give’ rile to the palfy3"" 
the conneétion of thefe difeafes, itis prefumed, will render ‘a@°’ 
{tate ‘of {uth patients: not unnéceflary; who for nervous and’ Hy- 
fterié complaints have beeft received into out’ ‘hofpital. | 

“‘Atid'this account’ fhall the more readily give, as thefe-aré” 
phyficiats of good reputation, in’ the prefenfage, who feet to” 
havé no favourable opinion of the Bath yore in fuch diforder; =? 
contfary, indeed, to’ the judgment of’ ‘Sydenham, by' whom 
they are frongly recommended. But, waving “all ‘claim'to'ati- 
thority, 


























16. Chailetont om the Efficacy of warm Bathing in Palfet.. 
thority, let us appeal to fads for the decifion of their clizs 
radter. ° 

‘ Within the time allotted to the prefent inquiry, I find by 
cur regiiter books, that cight patients have been admitted, 
whofe difeafe was the St. Vitus’s dance. —Of thefe three were . 
difcharged cured; three left the houfe much better; and two 
received no benefit. 

* Of others, who laboured under various anomalous affe&tions 
of the nerves, the total number amounts to 146. Of. which 
+13 were either cured, or greatly benefited; eighteen were no | 
better; five died; fewen were improper 3 and three were dif-, 
charged at their own requeft. 

* To this general evidence many particular inftances might 
be fubjoined of the efficacy of Bath waters in nervous difeafes » 
but this not being our immediate purpofe, 1 fhall only mentioa | 
one cafe, whofe fingularity will apologize for its publication. 

© Mary Ford, of a fanguine and robuft conftitution, aged 
26, was admitted into the hofpital, under my care, Sept. 29, . 
1762. Her complaint was an involuntary motion of her right 
arm... lt. was occdfioned by a fright, which firft brought on 
convulfion fits. She was uncertain how long thefe fits conti- 
nued, but the ficft perception fhe had of returning fenfe was 
a moft excruciating pain in her ftomach. On a fudden this | 
pain vanifhed; and her right arm was inftantaneoufly flung 
into an involuntary and perpetual motion. | 

* She had in vain,,made ufe of the. moft likely means to . 
conquer her diforder ; which, at the time- the gave me this ac- 
count, had continued, without any abatement, for upwards of 
fixteen months: nine of which the had been a patient in the 
Exeter | nfirmary, 

‘ This motion of the arm was like’ the fwing of a.pendus 
lum ; which it refembled alfo in being regular and incefflant, | 
It was befides quick, and fo ftrong, that the hand was at,eyery 
vibration flung up higher than her head. . And what adds much | 
to this fingular phenomenon is, that it neither fatigued her 
nor abated her ftrength; yet, if by any means whatever. it 
was ftopped, even thongh by herfelf, a moft fevere pain im- 
mediately feized her ftomach, and convulfion fits were the cer= 
tain confequence. 

Once, at my requeft, fhe took a light walking cane in her 
hand; which fhe had no fooner done,. but, this motion be- | 
coming irregular and unequal, the pain of her ftomach re-. 
turned with extreme violence, and fhe fell. into the ftrongeft 
convulfion fit | ever faw; out of which fhe did not recover, 
till the arm had, after infinite ftruggles,, returned to its ae- 


cuftomed vibration, 2 
’ ‘With 
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‘ With refpe& to the general ftate of her health; this pati- 
ent was no ways difordered. Her appetite and digeftion were 
good, the catamenia were regular, and the other fecretions and 
evacuations perfeét, Her fleep indeed was too fhort ; it fel- 
dom lafting longer than three or four hours, During fleep, 
the motion of her arm ceafed ; but the inftant the awoke (and 
fhe was always awakened by a pain of the ftomach) it return- 
ed, and continued, without intermiffion, for the remainder of 
the four and twenty hours. 

‘ After the had drunk the waters and bathed for about a 
month, finding no'amendment in her complaint, I preferibed 
for her a medicine compofed of afafcetida and opium. She be- 
gan with taking a grain of opium everyday, and gradually ine 

creafed the quantity to four grains a day. 

‘In the ule of this remedy, together with bathing, and 
drinking the waters, fhe perfifted for another month; but 
without any kind of benefit, On the contrary, thofe days the 
went into the bath her fpirits and ftrength were much weak 
ened. She was ordered, therefore, to omit bathing, and to 
have her arm and the fpine of the back pumped every, or every 
other day, for as long a time as fhe could bear it. Drinking 
the waters and her medicine were continued; for I obferved 
the opium neither occafioned drowfinefs, relaxation of the fo- 
lids, nor any defe& in the performance of thofe fun@ions on 
which health depends. 

‘ It was near three weeks after fhe had commenced this laft 

plan, before any alteration .was made in her diforder; when, 
as fhe was one day ufing the pump, the motion of her arm 
fuddenly changed; and, having been perpendicular, became 
_ horizontal, 
_ * This change made it evident, that a different fet of mufcles 
were now affected; on which account it was not unreafonable 
to fuppofe, that, by perfevering in thofe meafures which had 
occafioned fuch an alteration, the entire cure of the difeafe 
might in time be effected. Nor did the fuppofition happen to 
be wrong; for this horizontal motion grew gradually lefs and 
lefs, til it entirely ceafed, and the arm became obedient to her 
will. Before the left the hofpital, March 30th, 1763, her arm 
was fo perfectly reftored td its natural motion and ftrength, 
that I have feen her carry with it a brafs bucket full of water, 
and afilt in wafhing the ward fhe belonged to. 

‘ Upon her dilcharge, fhe went into ferv.ce ; but came back 
to us about two months afterwards. She had felt fome flight 
attacks of pain in her ftomach, and, therefore, dreaded the. 
return of the involuntary motion of the arm.- But by, occa- 
fionally, taking a few warm aloetic. purges, and drinking the _ 
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waters daily, for about five or fix weeks, (neither bathing, nor 
pumping, being necefflary) her ftomach was fet to rights, and 
the return 6f the fpafm of her arm prevented. As I have 
heard nothing of her fince this laft difmiffion, it is to be pre- 
fimed fhe has continued free from her complaint,’ 


» 





V. Letters written by kis Excellency Hugh Boulter, D. D. Lord 
Primate of aillreland, &%¢. To feveral Minifters of State in 
England, and fome others. Containing, an Account of the moft 

_ interefting Tranfa@ions which paffed in Ireland from 1724 to 
1738. dua Two Vols. Sve. Pr. 10s, in boards, Horsfield. 


HE letters before us are the beft evidences ever publifhed 
of that extreme jealoufy with which the Englifh admini- 
ftrations, under the two firft princes of the Brunfwick line, be- 
held the people of Ireland, and of the vaft attention that was 
paid to the prefervation of their dependency upon the crown 
of Great Britain, Never, perhaps, did any government em- 
ploy a more fuccef:ful minifter for that great purpofe than that 
of England did, when they raifed Dr. Boulter to the primacy 
of Ireland.. He was promoted from the fee of Briftol, at 
a very critical junéture, upon the death ef the primate 
Lindfay. 

Ireland was then in a kind of ferment upon more accounts 
than one. A ftrong Jacobite party was exafperated on ac- 
count of the detection and defeat of what is generally called, 
the bifhop of Rochefter’s plot. The duke of Ormond, who 
was to have headed a defcent upon Great Britain or Ireland, 
was {till alive, and had a great number of friends in both king- 
doms ; a war with Spain was daily expefted. The Irith houfe 
of commons were out of humour with the Englifh miniftry, 
nor was the latter entirely: eafy with regard to the houfe of 
peers in that kingdom; not to mention many bold alarming 
pamphlets and papers, that were publifhed in favour of Ire- 
land’s independency. 

‘Thofe, however, were dangers which the beft miniftry in 
the world, on this fide the water, could not have avoided ; 
but our prelate was placed at the head of affairs in that king- 
dom, or if the reader pleafes, was made firft minifter, for 
fuch he certainly was, at a jun@ure when the beft proteftant 
fubje&ts there beheld the honour and intereft of their country 
facrificed in the moft infamous manner to party and pufillani- 
mity. Firftin the attempt of eftablifhing Wood’s halfpence ; 
and fecondly, in that incredible licence which was granted by 
the government of England to the French beating up for re- 
cruits 
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éruits through the ftreets of Dublin. The laft was 4 meafure 
as unconftitutional, as the firft was unpopular, and both of 
them were defeated by the firmnefs of oppofition. . 

Having faid thus much, ‘the reader may form fotne idea of 
the difficulties archbifhop Boulter lay under when he was firft 
elevated to his premierfhip. He could not, like Ximenes and 
Alberoni in Spain, and Richelieu and Mazarine in France, dic- 
tate in the fecond, if not the firft perfon,' and fay it is my 
will, or the king’s pleafure, for he had ‘feveral intermediate 
controulers between his majefty and himfelf. It was but de+ 
cent in all aéts of government to give the lead to the lord lieu» 
tenant. The opinions of the fecretaries of ftate had great 
weight, and, above all, the firft minifter, who, during all our — 
prelate’s adminiftration, was Sir Robert Walpole, muft “be 
confulted. ‘The bench of bifhops in freland muft be managed, 
and great attention was to be paid to that of England; nor 
was it very eafy to carry matters fmoothly on with the two Irith 
houfes of parliament. . 

A reader, who fits down with impratticable ideas of primi- 
tive piety in the charch, er primitive patriotifm in the ftate, 
will, we are fenfible, be difgufted with this publication, bea 
caufe it contains the letters of a minifter and a man of bufia 
nefs, rather than of a paftor and a prelate; nor can it be de. 
nied that primate Boulter, in more paflages than one; infifts 
upon his being fupplied with friends and affiftants of his own 
chufing. After thefe preparatory obfervations, which ate ab- 
folutely neceflary on account of the naked manner in which 
the letters before us are introduced, we fhall venture to give 
the reader fome account of the moft important, In one, ad- 
dreffed to the duke of Newcaftle, then fecretary of ftate, foon 
after the primate’s arrival in ireland, we have the following 
account of the ftate of Ireland at that time. 

‘ We are at prefent in a very bad ftate, and the people 
poifoned with apprehenfions of Wood’s halfpence, that I do 
not fee there can be any hopes of juftice againft any perfon for 
feditious writings, if he does but mix fomewhat about Wood in 
them. I muft do the better fort of’ people here, the juftice to 
fay, they fpeak with great concern of the imprudence of ‘the 
grand juries, and the ill ftop to juftice: but thofe who would 
hinder it now are unable, But all forts here are determinately 
fet againft Wood's halfpence, and look wpon their eftates as 
half funk in their value, whenever they fhall pafs upen the 
nation, 

* Our pamphlets, and the difcourfes of fome people of 
weight, run very much upon the independency of this kingdom ; 
and, in our prefent ftate, that is a very popular notion. But 
C2 others, 
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others, (who poflibly have. had a hand in raifing this ferment 
at firft) declare publickly againft all fuch notions, profeffing 
the utmoft loyalty to his majefty; and are very uneafy at the 
ill humour, and.infolent behaviour, of the people, . I am fa- 
tisfied, many here think ten or fifteen 'thoufand pounds worth 
of halfpence would be of fervice; but they dare not fay fo to 
any Irifhman ; nor at prefent does there feem to be any way of 
compofing matters ; all fearing or pretending to fear, the par- 
Jiament; and except things cool a little, | am apt to think 
the parliament would fear the madnefs of the people. Though 
all people are equally fet againft Wood here, yet many of the 
prefent madnefles are fuppofed to come from Papifts, mixing 
with, and fetting on others, with whom they formerly had no 
manner of correfpondence.’ ) : 

It appears in the courfe of this correfpondence, that our 
primate had fully ftudied the cafe of the Irith coinage, filver 
and gold as well as copper; but as the fubjeét is no longer in- 
terefting, we fhall omit any quotations, It appears like- 
wife, that our primate was but upon a very indifferent. foot- 
ing with the archbifhop of Dublin; and that he early befpoke 
an Englifh fucceffor for him, as, indeed, he did, for almoft 
every place that fell, or was likely to fall, either in church or 
ftate. Every letter is full of requefis to the great men on this 
fide the water, for places to his friends; and fome of them 
feemingly fo trifling, that they were fcarcely worth the afking. 
‘This would give us a very firong prepoffleflion againft the vir- 
tue and difintereftednefs of the primate, were we not inform- 
ed by the editor, that his ‘grace left the whole of his fortune, 
which was very confiderable, to charitable ufes. 

Lord primate Boulter’s fagacity fuggefied to him the expe- 
diency of the Britifh government purchafing the royalty of 
the Ifle of Man from the proprietor; a fcheme which was at 
laft adopted after about forty years deliberation. In every let- 
ter we find proofs of the great progrefs his grace makes in his 
knowledge of Irith affairs. That he was no friend to dean 
Swift appears, among others, by the following pregnant paf- 
fage. 

. The general report is, that dean Swift defigns for England 
in a little time ; and we do not queftion his endeavours to mif- 
reprefent his majefty’s friends here, wherever he finds an op- 
portunity : but he is fo well known, as well as the difturbances 
he has been the fomenter of in this kingdom, that we are un- 
der no fear of his being able to differve any of his majefty’s 
faithtul fervants, by any thing that is known to come from 
him: but we could with fome eye were had to what he fhall be 
attempting on your fide of the water.’ 


I The 











Archbifbop Boulter’s Letters, 22 


The pufillanimity of the Englith adminiftration continuing, 
we find our primate hurt in the year 1726, at fome appoint- 
ments made without his Knowledge, or that of his friends at 
the Irith council-board. He is, at the fame time, greatly 
concerned at foreigners inveigling into their fervice, great 
numbers of likely, healthy, young Irifh recruits, on pretence 
of their going over to England for work ; and, at the fame 
time, he is very apprehenfive of a Roman Catholic infurrec- 
tion. Lord Carteret was then lord lieutenant, but he feems 
not to have been quite fo pliable as his grace expected in the 
difpofal of preferments, We muft not here forget, that the 
famous Ambrofe Phillips, whom Mr. Pope has fo finely ridiculed, 
was then his grace’s confidential fecretary, and a member of 
the Irith parliament, and lived in his grace’s houfe; and the 
éditor of the letters appears warmly attached to his memory. 
The primate is fo zealoufly his friend, that he applies to the 
duke of Newcaftle, during the vacancy of the high chancellor- 
fhip, to have Phillips likewife made fecretary to the new chan- 
cellor, when named. 

Whatever revolutions happened in the miniflry of England, 
it is very plain that cur primate’s recommendations were gene- 
rally fuccefsful there, and that they were made with as much 
judgment as impartiality; nay, that they were (particularly, 
in filling up the archbifhoprick of Cafhel) preferred to thofe 
of the lord lieutenant himfelf. His grace had a itrong con- 
viction, that lord Carteret was inclined to favour the Irith to- 
ries, which he thought would ruin the Englith intereft in. that 
kingdom. He talks to his excellency with great {pirit and 
freedom upon that fubjed. 

Upon the acceffion of his late majefty, our primate had 
more influence in Ireland than ever ; and many high preferments 
went thro’ him. He informs his excellency of the expediency of 
keeping matters there on the fame footing as in the late reign 
but he feems not at all to regard a report, that his lordthip 
was turned out of the miniftry, and is very angry at the coun- 
tenance which the Brodericks met with in England. , 

The application and penetration of this prelate in every 
department of bufinefs is truly admirable. His vigour of 
mind impels him to inveftigate every material. circumftance of 
government. He fays, that in the year 1727, they had in 
Ireland 3000 popifh priefts, and that ‘ in many places, the 
defcendants of many of Cromwel]’s officers and foldiers are 
gone off to popery.’ The reader, in this collection will find 
the remediés propofed by his grace for the encouragement of 
proteftantifm, as well as the relief of the poor, fome, if not 

all of which were afterwards carried into: execution, Next 
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year we find his grace indefatigable in drawing up fchemes 
for remedying the want of filver in Ireland, 

The famous duke of Riperda, the difgraced Spanifh mi- 
nifter, this year (1728) took refuge in Ireland. It appears 
by a difpatch to the duke of Newcaftle, that his late majefty 
fent over to our primate fome orders relating to that minifter ; 
but as he was gone before they came over, § there is, fays the 
primate, no room for any thing more in this affair, than keep-~ 
ing his majefty’s orders a fecret.?. In the fame-year, the Ivith 
proteftants were vifited with a kind of epidemical difeafe of 
migrating to the Weft-Indies, which is fpoken of with great 
concern by his grace. At this time his chief dependence in 
England was upon lord Townfhend, whom he knew to bea 
ftaunch whig. In the beginning of the year 1728-9, the pri- 
mate was very alive in promoting a fub{cription for a fupply to 
the poor in buying corn, efpecially thofe in the north, where a 
dearth raged. 

‘ There is no doubt, fays the editor, but his grace -contri- 
buted largely to this fubfcription ; but what he did in the year 
1739-40, in the great froft, almoit exceeds belief; there was 
not a poor diftvefled perfon in the great city of Dublin who ap- 
plied, that was not daily relieved to the full, and chiefly by his 
bounty: the houfe of commons took this fo well, that they 
voted him very juftly their thanks on this very remarkable in- 
ftance of his goodnefs. ‘The fums he then expended muft have 
been very great indeed, yet when he hath been complimented 
on this and frequent other occafions of the like fort, his ufual 
anfwer was, that he fhould die fhamefully rich.’ 

By this time the primate, thought he had reafon to com- 
plain of lord Carteret’s duplicity. Our bounds oblige us only 
to hint at the wifdom and moderation of his grace’s condué, 
when the Irifh difftaters applied to parliament for.a repeal of 
the facramental teft. 

The fecond volume of this work contains an account of his 
grace’s condué in the affair of the French recruits, which, we 
think, he managed with a delicacy and firmnefs that does ho- 
nour tohis memory. As fome of Sir Robert Walpole’s party, 
employed to apologize for his minifteria] condu& at that time, 
flatly denied that ever fuch a meafure was upon the anvil, we 
beg leave to lay before the reader the following difpatches, 
which contain a full and unexceptionable evidence of the faa. 


* To the Duke of Newcaftle, 
* My Lord, Dublin, O&. 14, 1730. 
* On Friday laft lieutenant colonel Hennecy brought me 


your grace’s of the 26th pat; I told him, as we were fevera] 
mails 
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mails behind-hand, by the packet-boats being all, on this fide, 
J had not received the letter your grace referred to, but that 
upcn the recommendations your lordfhip gave of him, I fhould 
afford him all the prote&tion I could; andI direfted him to 
call upon me after the arrival of the next packets, 

‘ As he acquainted me with the bufinefs he came about, I 
took occafion to found the lords juftices the next day on the 
fubje& of his errand, and found there would be a neceffity of 
laying before them what commands I received from your grace, 
to be able to do any thing in the affair. 

‘ And as the mails arrived yefterday morning, by which f 
received the honour of your grace’s other letter of the 26th 
paft, with the other papers you was pleafed to fend me, Ihave 
fince difcourfed with the other lords juftices on the fubje&, and 
find they apprehend there will be greater difficulties in this af. 
fair than at firft offered. 

‘ If we encourage the French officers to fet about prey.’ . 
their recruits, upon affurances that we will take no notice o 
it, they will be liable to great moleftations, fince every juftice 
can take examinations againft them and commit them, nor 
can we releafe them, but by due courfe of law, or by granting 
them a pardon, And whether they may not be the more bufy 
in difturbing thofe levies, if they find them rather countenanced 
by the government, we cannot anfwer. 

‘ What has happened to feveral of them formerly, when they | 
were raifing recruits here in a clandeftine way (though as we 
knew his majefty’s intentions, we flighted, and, as far 4s we 
well could, difcouraged complaints on that head) your grace 
very well Knows from the feveral applications made to your 
lordfhip from the French embaflador. And what fpirit may 
by artful men be raifed among his majefty’ s fubje&ts when they 
hear fome hundred recruits are raifing in this. kingdom for 
France, and how it may fet magiftrates every where on diftref- 
fing the officers employed in this fervice, no one can tell, 

* To what exceffes of heat people dre capable of running 
here, when they once take a thing right or wrong into their 
heads, the ferments raiféed here about Wood's half pence ‘is too 
plain demonttration. 

‘ And I muft beg leave to bint to your grace that all recruits 
raifed here for France or Spain, are generally confidered as perfong 
that may fome time or other pay a wvifit to this country as enrmies, 
That all who are lifted here in thofe fervices, hope and wifh to 
do fo, there is no doubt. 

‘ There is without controverfy a power in his majefty to 
grant leave to any perfons to /ewy men here under bis fign manual, 
by an a&t paffed 8° Georg. I. c. 9, and by the fame a& the 
C4 governe 
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gorenen here can grant fuch a licenfe under their hands 
ut I find that without his majefty’s exprefs orders for it, na- 
body here dares venture to grant a licenfe to the French offi- 
cers to raife the intended recruits, fince no one can anfwer 
what heats that may poffibly occafion at prefent as well as at 
the next meeting of parliament. 

‘ I fhould be very glad if I knew how to manage this affair 
to his majefty’s fatisfaction, and am very much obliged to his 
majefty for having fo good an opinion of me as your grace is 
pleafed to affure me in your letter. 

‘ Iam fure it will always be my greateft ambition to pro- 
mote his majefty’s fervice. But { am forryI cannot give a 
more promifing account of the fuccefs of this affair, fince J 
perceive nothing will be done in it till his majeity is pleafed 
dire@ly to fignify his pleafure. However, effeétual care fhall be 
taken that none of the officers who are come hither, fuffer on 
this account. 

‘ Lieutenant colonel Hennecy called on me this morning, 
and I direéted him and his officers to appear as little as may be 
in publick, and to wait till we are further inftru&ed in his 
majefty’s pleafure, fince at prefent there were foine difficulties 
in the way. 

‘ ] have communicated your grace’s letter to none but the 
lords juftices, to whom I found it neceffary fo todo, and. fhall 
take all the care I can, that no other perfon knows any thing 
of it, But I find by fome of the prints publifhed here this day, 
that fome accounts are come from England, that a number of 
recruits for the Irifh regiments in the French fervice is to be 
raiféd here by his majefty’s leave, and that the French officers 
employed in that fervice are arrived here, Iam, &c.’ 


By this time the adminiftration in England began to refle& 
on the fcandalousand unconftitutional manner in which they 
had proceeded, which produced the fcllowing letter to the duke 
of Dorfet. 


¢ My Lord, Dublin, Dec. 8, 1730. 


‘ I yefterday received the honour of your grace’s of the firft 
inft. and it is with great pleafure I find by your lordhhip’s that 
the French officers will foon be recalled from hence: fince that 
affair of the recruits makes a great noife here, and as far as I 
underftand, a mueh greater at London. They have met with 
no rudenefs here, and I believe will meet with none at their 
going off. They fhould be treated more civilly than they have 
been, if I had not found myfelf clamoured at here, and fallen 
upon in the papers of England, for a civility I did not thew 

them ; 
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them : and if there fhould be any apprehenfions of their being 
infulted, we fhall take what care we can to prevent it.’ . 


I am, My Lord, &c. 


Some other difpatches were fent by his grace, but of no great 
importance, on the fame head. The oppofition in Ireland, 
however, had intereft enough, fupported by their friends in 
England, not to let the matter drop, which produced the fol- 


lowing letter. 


¢ To the Duke of Newcaftle. | 
* My Lord, Dublia, Mar. 1. 1730. 

© The affair of the French recruits is blown over without 
any thing farther than uncertain rumours here of fome letter 
from fomebody to encourage the officers in their levies, 

‘ But as there are two or three perfons likely to be tried the 
approaching affize in the country, 1 thought proper to write 
to your grace, to know what his majefty will pleafe to have 
done, if they fhould happen to be convicted ; I rather fancy it 
will happen, as it has happened on moft of the like occafions, 
that the evidence on which they have been committed will fall 
fhort at the trial, f that they may be acquitted. But for fear 
of the worft, I fhould be glad to know what is to be done, if 
it fhould prove otherwife. For I find on account of the noife 
that has been made in England and here about that affair, 
the lords juftices will not interpofe without his majefty’s com- 
mands, 

« If [am not much miftaken, when Mr. Weft, Mr. Conolly, 
and myfelf were in the government in his late majefty’s reign, 
his majefty was pleafed to order us not to permit any to be 
executed for lifting in foreign fervice, till we knew the king’s 
pleafure. 

« The officers who are fuppofed to have enlifted them are 
got off; Iam, My Lord, &c.’ : 


Great part of this volume relates to the coinage,! with which 
we do not intend to trouble our readers. It is remarkable thag¢ 
his grace, though a bitter enemy to Dr. Delany’s tory prin- 
ciples, recommends him to the bifhop of London’s patronage 
as a man of letters, and the author of Revelation examined 
with Candour. 

In the year 1732, the primate, who had had the honour for- 
merly, while at Hanover, to teach the late prince of Wales 
Englifh, obtained leave to come to England ; but his intention 
feems to have been prevented by the difficulties ftill attending 
the coinage. Towards the end of the year 1733, he gives the 
duke of Newcaftle and the bifhop of London an account of a 
| freth 
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freth difappointment the difflenters had met with in the affair 
of repealing the teft; and we find him no warm friend to Dr. 
Rundle, who had been oppofed by the bifhop of London and 
the high flyers in England in his nomination to the bifhopric 
of Gloucefter. The lord chancejlor Taibot made-fo {trong a 
point of it, that the Irifh nomination took place. 

The primate was fo much of a. man. of bufinefs, that he 
feems to have very little regard to the. produftions of genius, 
and treated dean Swift, on all occafions, with great indiffer- 
ence, That cclebrated wit, in this colleftion, is reprefented to 
have been no match for his grace in the affair of the coinage, 
the carrying of which, fays the editor, was looked upon by 
the primate and his friends, as the moft ufeful, and therefore 
the moft important, act of his life. 

The editor has the following note upon a difpatch fent to 
the duke of Newcafile on the fubjeét of the coinage, in which 
he was oppofed by dean Swift: * Such a malignant fpirit had 
been -raifed. on this occafion by dean. Swift and the bankers, 
that it. was‘thought proper to lodge at the primate’s houfe an 
extraordinary guard of, foldiers; but tsuth foon got the better 
of this delufion, and the people returned again to their fenfes. 
Dean Swift not long after this cruel, though feeble effort, this 
telum imbelle fine téiu, became one of his Own meer doting Struld- 
brugs; 2m event which fome people fay he ufed to be appre- 
henfive of in his more melancholy moments, and this way of 
thinking perhaps was the. firft motive to that noble charity, 
which to his great honour he founded in Dublin for lunatics 
and idiots.” We cannot help thinking this note to be an infult 
upon the memory and misfortunes of that great genius. 

Upon the whole, few charafters have been found equal to 
that of primate Boulter. Though he was a. determined 
whig, yet he fupported his principles by great force of argu- 
ment. His adminiftration was ftrong, without being violent. 
No man was too inconfiderable for, his notice, if he could be 
of ferv.ce to his party. _ His attachments, though numerous, 
were not diffipated ; and an honeft warmth appears in all his 
friendfhips, That he ruled by a party is indifputable; but it 
can fearcely be doubted, that his doing fo preferved the Eng- 
lith intereft in Ireland, in very ticklifh times.. The ftile of 
his letters is fuch as fuits an aétive minifter. It has great 
force of expreflicn, without violating, and, indeed, without 
cultivating, any graces, either of elegance or delicacy.—— 
We fincerely agree with his editor, who fays, that thefe let- 
ters, * as they now are, and in all probability will ever re- 
main, the moft authentic hiftory of Ireland for that {pace 
of time in which they were written,’ , 
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It muft not be forgotten, that the original letters are de- 
pofited in the library of Chrift-Church, in Oxford; that 
they were colleéted by the late Ambrofe Phillips, already 
mentioned, his grace’s fecretary; and that his grace had the 
rare and peculiar felicity of growing {till mere and more inte 
the: favour both of the king and of the people, until the 
very laft day of his life, which happened, he being then, for 
the thirteenth time, one of the lord’s juftices of Ireland, on 
the 27th of September, 1742. 





VI. Phocion’s Converfations: or, the Relation between Morality 
and Politics. Originally tranflated by Abbe Mably, from a 
Greek Manufeript of Nicocles ; wth Notes by William Mac- 
bean, 4. M. 8ve. Pr. 6s. Dodfley. 


Te manufcript, of which this is a tranflation, is faid to 

have been difcovered in the valuable library belonging to 
the monaftery at Monte Caffini in Italy. That a work, bear- 
ing the name of fo celebrated a perfon as Phocion, fhould 
not be fo much as mentioned by any writer of antiquity, is a 
circumftance which would naturally fuggeft fome fufpicion of 
its authenticity. Accordingly, we are informed, that fome 
of the Abbé Mably’s friends, men of learning whom he had 
confulted, entertained doubts on the fubje&. They thought 
it furprifing, that Cicero, who was fo converfant in the writ- 
ings of all the Grecian philofophers, and has exhibited their 
various do&rines, fhould not once mention the names either 
of Nicocles or Phocion ; and likewife that Plutarch, who is 
remarkably explicit in delineating the character of his heroes, 
fhould, in his life of Phocion, have been entirely filent on 
thefe Converfations, had he known that they exifted,—To thefe 
objections Abbe Mably replies. 

‘ Though I entertain the higheft efteem for the critics who 
made thefe objections to me, yet have they not convinced me. 
Whether this is owing to felf-love, as tranflator of the work, 
or whether I am really in the right, let the public judge. Ci- 
cero’s filence cannot, in my opinion, be admitted as an invin- 
cible argument againft the book, of which I now publitha 
tranilation. I canuot fee that the order of the points difcuffed 
in his Offices, his Tufculans, his Dialogues on the Nature of 
the Gods, &c. led him to fpeak of Phocion’s Converfations : 
en what account fhould he have quoted them? Itis only in his 
Treatife on Laws, and more efpecially in his books.on the Re- 
public, that he would have had occafion to introduce a work 
of this nature; and if I fay that probably he actually has, I do 
not 
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not fee any thing can be objeéted to my affertion beyond a 
vague doubt, which is no manner of proof; for the former 
of thefe works is very far from being come to us entire; and 
the fecond is known to us only by a few fragments, and thefe 
but fhort. 

* Plutarch’s filence, I own, carries with it a more fpecious 
difficulty ; but can it be concluded that he knew nothing of 
any fuch compofition, from his not having mentioned Nico- 
cles’s work? Does not that hiftorian reprefent Phocion exaétly 
in the fame colours as he paints himfelf in thefe Converfations. 
Was it not the moft impreffive manner of fetting forth the 
moral and political fyftem of that great man, to exhibit hina 
as a Zealous patriots, and uniformly pra¢lifing every virtue in 
the whole tenour of his life? This Plutarch juftly conceived to 
be the whole bufinefs of an hiftorian. Nicocles’s work being 
already in every body's hands, he might think any particular 
mention needlefs, or perhaps he had before given an account 
of it in his Morals; and time having deprived us of a part of 
thefe, what advantage can be taken ftom Plutarch’s filence ? 
I muft curforily obferve here, that this filence of writers, which 
the generality of critics are continually making ufe of as a de- 
cifive argument, very feldom amounts to more than a very 
weak prejudice. Did it prove any thing againft Phocion’s 
Converfations, it were beft to clofe with Pére Hardouin’s li- 
terary Pyrrhonifm, and make it a matter of doubt, whether 
moft of the antient writings were really compofed by the au- 
thors whofe names they bear. 

¢ But a convictive anfwer to all difficulties which may be 
brought againft me is the eloquence, the fpirit, the energy 
which runs through Phocion’s Converfations. Had thofe lite- 
rati, who have feen only my tranflation, which I own very ina- 
dequate, perufed the original, eafily would they have per- 
ceived in it that genius and ftyle which fo advantageoufly dif- 
tinguifhed the age of Plato, Thucydides, and Demofthenes from 
the fucceeding times. I am not ignorant that for feveral cen- 
turies afterwards, and even when Greece was become a Ro- 
man province, the Greeks ftill {poke their language with great 
corre&tnefs and purity; but with the epocha of the ruin of 
their liberty, began the decay of their genius; their minds 

rew relax and nervelefs, without any thing of their former 
afperity and vigour. They affefed elegance in fpeech, but 
their thoughts had no fire, no fublimity: the ideas of beauty 
died away, and eloquence being now cultivated by rhetoricians, 
and not by philofophers, laid afide its former fimplicity to 


prank itfelf out with tinfel and tawdry trinkets,’ 
: This 
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This reafoning of the Abbé Mably, particularly in regard 
to Plutarch, it muft be owned, is not quite fatisfaétory ; at the 
fame time it would be too prefumptuous to deny the authen- 
ticity of this publication, merely on the filence of antient au- 
thors concerning it. It appears at leaft pretty certain, from 
intrinfic evidence, that it is not of monkifh original; nor is 
there any thing in that evidence derogatory to the opinion of 
its being a€tually the work of the ancient to whom it is afcrib- 
ed. But, however that may be, the fubjecét of which it treats 
is of the higheft importance to mankind. In thefe philofophi- 
cal and patriotic converfations, the connexion between mora- 
lity and politicks is clearly eftablifhed ; the mazes of the hu- 
man heart are expofed to view, the fources and eommunica- 
tions of the paffions are inveftigated, and the moft rational 
plan is delineated for the arduous tafk of legiflation. _ The firft 
Converfation opens with a general profpect of the fituation ef 
Athens and Greece, at the time when it is fuppofed to have 
been held: after which the fpeaker proceeds to thew, that po- 
liticks is a fcience, the principles of which are fixed: that obe- 
dience to the laws of nature is its firft rule: that all the evils 
of fociety are owing to the extravagance of the paffions; and 
that it is the province of politicks to reduce them under the 
government of reafon. 

In the fecond Converfation, Phocion is reprefented as de- 
claiming, that there is no virtue, however obfcure, which does 
not contribute to the happinefs of mankind: that the efta- 
blifhment of morality is the principal objeé& of politicks; and 
that is impoffible for good government to exift without good 
morals. 

The third Conyerfation treats of the’ methods which politicks 
fhould employ to render a people viituous ; what virtues have 
the greateft influence on government, and the neceflity of re- 
ligion. ‘ Politics, my dear Ariftias,’ fays Phocion, ‘ if it 
confiders the virtues, according to their order in dignity 
and excellence, places at the head of them juftice, pru- 
dence, and courage; and harmonifing with morality it thews 
us, that from thefe three fources flow order, peace, fafety, 
and in a word every thing that isreally defirableto men. The 
great object of politics is to facilitate to us the pra&tice of thofe 
three virtues. But it is too well acquainted with the aétivity 
of our paffions, and the fluggifhnefs of our reafon, to expeé 
we fhall be brought to a habit of them, unlefs by familiarizing 
us before-hand with other virtues, the exercife and motions of 
which are more under her command, and excluding from our 
heart thofe.vices which hinder us from being juft, wife, and 
courageous. 

‘ A ftrange 
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* A firange fort of politician would that Iegiflator be who 
fhould think that it is only making laws, and men would obey 
them of courfe. He may have fettled the rights of every ci- 
tizen, and laid down fixed bounds for juftice ; but this is do- 
ing little or nothing: if our paffions are left to a&, they will 
foon have broken down thofe fences; a thoufand chimerical 
pretences will fet afide legality. Be the laws ever fo well 
framed, injuftice, being feconded by cunning and chicanery, 
and emboldened by impunity, -will foon become the general 
principles. Suppofe a proclamation were made in the market- 
place of Sibaris, ordering every citizen to have fuch a ftock of 
courage, as to dye on the fpot in battle, rather than give 
gtound, and in the adminiftration of the republic to face the 
dangers to which a magiftrate is fometimes expofed : take my 
word for it, fuch an ordinance will have no manner of effeét. 
The Sibarites will continue effeminate, and not fhake off their 
beloved gratifications to put on hardinefs and courage. The 
Jaw might prefcribe to us Athenians the moft wife policy in our 
public deliberations, to preferve us from levity and precipita- 
tion, and force us maturely to weigh and examine the cons 
cerns of our country; yet, fhould we become fo prudent as to 
conform to the prefcription, it would be rather as coinciding 
with fome of our paflions, than from any concern for the res 
nublic. 
: ¢ That legiflator who knows not on what virtues juftice, 
prudence, and courage, muft as it were be grafted; or who 
knows not how to bring men to the love and prattice of thofé 
virtues, will find that all his plaufible laws will have done no 
manner of good to fociety.. ‘There are in reality, my deareft 
Ariftias, fome virtues which are bafes and fupports to others : 
thefe virtues, which I call mothers or auxiliaries, and which 
take the lead in the political order, are four: temperance, 
love of labour, love of glory, and refpeét for the gods. 

‘ By temperance, continued Phocion, I mean that virtue 
which bringing us to be fatisfied with only fach things as are 
abfolutely neceflary to our prefervation renders our wants both 
fewer and cheaper. He who does not ftudy the ufeful art of 
being eafy at a fmall expence, will always be uneafy. Yon 
know what Socrates ufed to fay to Euthydemus, that the vo- 
Juptuous are of all’ men the moft-fenfelefs: by immerfing 
themfelves in delights they flatten the feelings of pleafure ; 
they have not the fenfe to endure hunger and thirft, and with- 
ftand the firft inticegnents of love, and the approaches of fleep ; 
their foolifh attention to prevent defire palls every enjoyment. 

* VoluptuoufnelS fells its favours too dear; it requires too 
many hands, too much time, and too much labour in the com- 
pofition. 


























Phocion’s Converfations, 8c. 31 
pofition of its vapid happinefs, that any fyftem of politics for 
making a voluptuous people happy muft neceffarily prove abor- 
tive. Scarce has voluptuoufnefs begun to enjoy than it is cloyed, 
and with difdainful caprice it rejects what a little before it had 
paffionately defired. Our fophifts, as ufual, are quite out in 
their argumentations on this head, it being the appointment of 
nature that our wants fhould be the fource of our pleafures ; 
thofe gentlemen will have it that to multiply one would be in- 
creafing the other; but they did not confider that voluptuouf- 
nefs has neither the judgment nor liberality of nature. The 
latter with our wants has given us eafy ways to fatisfy every 
craving; whereas voluptuoufnefs, which tickles, heats, and 
ftimulates our fancy with hopes and vifions, never gives what 
it promifes ; it vanifhes from us when we think we grafp it, 
and, fo far from pleafure, leaves us difguft and laffitude. 

¢ But among us the inconfiftency of fenfualifts is not the 
queftion; and though paflion, inftead of deceiving them, 
fhould fully make good its promifes, ftill, my dear Ariftias, 
is voluptuoufnefs to be excluded from our republic. ‘The con- 
ceit of purchafing pleafures with money ever makes it both co- 
vetous and profufe; and never were juftice, prudence, and 
courage feen blended with the vices which prompt to covet- 
oufnefs and prodigality. All the wealth of Perfia would not 
enrich Demades; nor Europe, Afia, and Africa, fuffice for all 
the cravings of three fuch voluptuaries as he; how then fhould 
truth, candour, and integrity be the foul of his difcourfe * 
Country, juftice, honour, every thing, will he make a fale of 
to any purchafer. This fenator, being troubled with a bad 
digeftion, would deliver up the ftate to him who fhould put 
into his hands an elixir for reftoring the impaired tone of his 
ftomnach ; and is it to be expeéted that fuch a one fhall make 
enquiry whether any citizen be in want of the neceflaries of 
life ? Will you believe that magiftrates thiriting after money 
and exhaufted with pleafures are the propereft perfons to fuper 
intend the neceflities of fociety ; that they will be vigilant and . 
refolute watchmen, forefee, prevent, or repel any dangers with 
which the republic may be threatened ? 
 § No fuch thing is to be dreamed of; it is what the repub- 
lic itfelf no longer requires. When once the people’s minds. 
are infeéted by the fruition, or with the defire of fenfual plea- 
fures,’ it will even like its magiftrates the better for their fhow 
and luxury. ‘When onte a delicacy in pleafure has annexed to 
plainnefs the fcandal of poverty, the wants of the citizens be- 
come too'many for them to be fatisfied with their circumftances, 
Their depraved foul being prégnant with the thefts which their 
hands have uve yet had an opportunity of committing, they 
: 2 will 
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will drive a trade with their privileges, and fell their vote te 
the beft bidder. Office and dignity will be accounted only a 
means for growing more eafily rich by unpunifhed villanies, 
The great pofts civil and military will be fought for only with 
a view of making a fortune, to be fquandered away in parade 
and revelry. Then is all loft, and only the vain fhadow of a 
ftate remains. The laws are made a meer laughing-ftock ; 
paflions domineer, and were the people ftill capable of any fpi- 
rit and daringnefs, the manners would be ferious and fan- 
guinary. 

* Though on the heart’s opening itfelf to every vice, fen- 
fuality and luxury did nor ftifle in it the principle of prudence 
and juftice, though they affe&ted only the body, the republic 
is no longer to expect from its foftened citizens thofe watch- 
ings, labours, and hardfhips, on which its fafety not feldom 
depends. Will our youth, fpent with debaucheries and fleep- 
ing deep funk in down, and thus called on to repel the fudden 
affault of an enemy who is {caling the walls, will fuch as thefe, 
think you, fhow any thing of the vigour and intrepidity of the 
old Athenians, who ufed to fleep on the bare ground with their 
arms by them, and fcorned fenfual indulgencies? It is not to 
be thought, fince the love of pleafure has ftriken its roots in 
us. I have feen, yes, I have feen the very defcendants of the 
Marathon and Salamis heroes, moving towards the enemy with 
cowardly difpofitions in their looks. ‘The contagious example 
of the wealthy has corrupted the very poor, though not par- 
taking of their gratifications. Where is the Athenian who 
does not murmur at the hardthips of war and the rigour of 
our difcipline, though fo fhamefully relaxed. Nature, through- 
out all Greece, is in a ftate of abjeftion; the prefent gene- 
ration faints under thofe exercifes which to our fathers were 
a fport; our arms weigh us down, and fuch is the pufillani- 
mous degeneracy of cities through luxury, that we ate grown 
afraid of thofe barbarians whom once it was fcarce accounted 
any glory to defeat.’ 

The fourth Converfation is employed on the love of one’s 
country, and of mankind; and on the virtues neceflary to a 
republic for preventing the dangers with which it may be 
threetened by the paflions of its neighbours. 

The fifth and laft Converfation treats of the means which 
policy fhould make ufe of for reforming a commonwealth whofe 
manners are corrupted; of the ufe which may be made of the 
paffions ; of the different diftempers of ftates, 

Without any partiality for the celebrated antient, to whom 
the original of this publication is afcribed, it is a work of un- 
¢ommon merit. It is not only a valuable commentary on the 
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conftitution and corruptions of Athens and Lacedemon, but 
the principles and obfervations it contains ‘being founded in ria- 
ture, they may be applicable to all ages and nations. , It may 
be confidered as_a political hiftory of the human mind ; and i in 
tliat light deferves to be perufed by all who would render theme 
felves acquainted with the fources, the dependency, and conca- 
tenation of the paffions, or acquire fuch a Knowledge of the 
caufes and effects of public vice and virtue, as may teach them 
the interefts of fociety, and qualify them either for the le- 
giflative or exécutivé part of government. 

We cannot conclude, without acknowledging that Mr. Mac- 
bean has, in this work, not only prefented to the public an 
ufeful and ingenious production, but has alfo honourably ace 
quitted himfelf in the province of tranflation. 
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VII. Difcearfes on Perfonal Religion. In Two Vols: By Samuel 
Stennett, D. D. 8v0. Pr. 101. in boards, Buckland. 


JN thefe difcourfes the author endeavours to explain, the natur® 

and eftablifh the authority of religion, to awaken the atten- 
tion and conciliate the regards of men to it, and to affift in the 
experience and practice of it. For this purpofe he confiders it 
under all the different views, in which it is capable of being 
placed, fhewing its nature, reality, importance, difficulties, 
pleafantnefs, and fruits ; its ufe in the time of affi@ion, and 
the hour of death, and its rewards in a future ftate. Thefe 
points, and fome others, which are fubordinate to thefe, are 
treated in a plain and rational manner; ahd, in many places, 
with great energy and pathos. 

Having fhewn the importance of religion, he goes on in 4 
manner: * I might difcourfe of its utility to the young ; 
check the violence of their paffions, to reftrain their snariilhe 
defires, to regulate their aims and purfuits, to fortify them 
againft the fhares of life, to animate them to the duties of it, 
to infufe a fweetnefs into the enjoyments of it, and to add a 
real beauty to their chara&ter and deportment in the view of 
all_—I might reprefent the importance of it to perfons of riper 
years; to qualify them for the various feryices to which Provi- 
dence calls them, to direé&t them in emergencies of the moft 
critical and trying nature, to hold them fteady to their beft in- 
terefts in feafons of imminent temptation and danger, and to 
render them both refpeétable and ufeful in their day and gene- 
ration.—And hence I might go on to a defcription of the many 
bleffings it pours upon the hoary head ; what chearfulnefs it 
Vor. XXIX. Fan. 1770. D fpreads 
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fpreads over the countenance, when the vigour and fprightfi- 
nefs of youth abates; what firm fupport it yields the heart, 
when the animal fpirits are almoft diffolved and broken by the 
infirmities of nature; and what weight it adds to the inftruc- 
tions and counfels then given, when the capacity and judgment 
‘of former years are in. other refpeéts greatly on the decline. 

* I might farther enlarge on the importance of it to perfons 
‘jn every relation of life; to magiftrates and to fubjeés, to 
Mafters and to fervants, ‘to parents and to children, to bre- 
thren, to friends, and to neighbours: how needful to teach 
men their duty, to animate them to it, and to affift them 
in it. 

‘ From hence I might go on to reprefent the advantages re- 
fulting from it to perfons in every condition: in profperity, 
when the world {miles upon them, and they have an affluence 
of all outward good ; to fecure their heafts from an immode- 
‘rate fondnefs for preferit enjoyments, to infpire their breafts 
with thankfulnefs, and to difpofe them to ufefulnefs: and in 
adverfity, when Providence frowns on them, and they are en- 
compafied on every fide with perplexity, forrow, and trouble, 
to reconcile them to the will of God, to alleviate their afflic- 
tion, and to render it fubfervient to their real advantage. 

‘ In like manner I might proceed to fhew you how needful 


‘true religion is in a time of fickmefs and death, when all the 


fcenes of life are paffing away from before our eyes, when the 
king of terrors is nearly approaching, and when eternity with 
all its awful realities is immediately in our view; how needful 
it is then to banifh fear from our hearts, to.reconcile us to 
that moft certain event, and to diffufe ferenity and joy through 
our minds, when nature itfelf is diffolving and dying away. 

‘ In a word, to finith the fcene, I might reprefent to you 
the never-fading honours, and immortal pleafures of the hea- 
venly world ; the large and fair inheritance there provided for - 
the fons of God, the crowns of glory which fhall be placed on 
their heads, the palms of victory which fhall be put into their 
hands, the robes of joy and gladnefs they fhall wear, and the 
reft, the happinefs, and renown they fhall poffefs to all eternity. 
But however inftru€tive and animating thefe fubje@ts are, I for- 
bear at prefent to enlarge any farther upon them.’ 

In order to demonftrate the ufe of religion in death, our 
author gives us the following reprefentation of fome of the cir- 
cumftances attending that awful crifis. 

‘ How tremendous is death, even when we view it as 2 
natural evil only, and feparate from all confiderations of a mo- 


sal and seligious kind! the ufual forerunners of it, the ftroke 
‘itfelf, 
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itfelf, and the confequents of it as to the body and this world; 
do each of them excite fear. 

‘ :. The ufual forerunners of it; by whith T mean ficknefs, 
and the other preceding accidental circumftances of dying. 
Thefe are the heralds of the pale conqueror, who go ‘before 
him to proclaim his approach. And their appearance is many 
times as tremendous, yea perhaps more {fo than that of ‘thé 
conqueror himfelf. The houfe muft be thaken before it comes 
down: the fortrefS affaulted before a breach is made: and the 
veflel toffled about with fierce winds, before the temipeft tears 
it to pieces. Circumftances théfe extremely alarming:to :thofé 
who are immédiately concerned. In like manner the burning 
fever, the wafting confumption, the racking ftorie, and va- 
rious other difeafes, either fecretly mine the foundation, ‘ot 
fudderily and furioufly pull down the walls of thief earthly 
houfes. And how can fuch affaults upon the: human franie bé 
even diftantly apprehended, much lefs a@tually endured, with2 
out exciting horror? ‘* We groan being burdened,” is not 
the language of old age only, but many times of early life, and 
always of a broken aud declining conftitution. .And can we 
hear thefe groans, and not be affe&ted with them? .Can we 
ftand by a fick bed, and fee a friend languifliing thereon, turn- 
ing reftlefs from fide to fide, counting impatiently the paffing 
minutes, loathing every cordial offered him, atid for days and 
weeks it may be dying, as Job expreffes it, in the bittérnefs of 
his foul; can we; I fay; be witneffes of all this, without feeling 
a chill o~ our blood and fpirits? It is a fad fcene: arid the ‘fo3 
lemnity ithe fcene increafes as death advances. Every ftep 
the laft eaemy takes alarms. Every freth fymptom ftrikes: at - 
ror into fpectators, and fpreads filence and gloomineis through 
the dwelling. The difeafe baffles the power of medicine—They 
who ftand by obferve its progrefs—The dying man watches 
their looks—He fufpe&s his cafe to be defperate+-The phy: 
fician at length pronounces it fo—He believes it. Now the 
wheel of life goes down apace. The vital flame burns faint 
and irregular, Reafon intermits. Short intervals of fenfe di- 
vide his thoughts and paffions: now—himéelf is the obje& ; 
then—his family. His friends, his telatioris, his children 
croud around his bed, fhed their unavailing tears over him; 
and receive his laft bleffing. His pulfe. beats a furrender to 
the pale conqueror.—His eyes {wim—His tongue faulters—A 
sold fweat bedews his face—He gioans—He expires, T how 
changeft bis countenance, and fendeft bim away, Can it be won- 
dered that fuch fcenes as. thefe affe&t us? Or is it a virtue if 
adly one to be a cool and unconcerned fpectator of them? Thus. 
Da are 
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are the preceding circumftances of death tremendous. And 
fo is, 

« 2. The ftroke itfelf. Not having indeed felt it, we can- 
not frame adequate conceptions of it. Yet it muft-needs be 
painful and diftreffing, and foa juft caufe of fear. The friend- 
ihip between foul and body is ftrong, like that between David 
and Jonathan. The conneétion is very intimate: it is the 
clo eft of all unions. It interefts each party in the other’s pains 
and pleafures, and that in fo fenfible and inftantaneous a man- 
ner as is truly aftonifhing. That therefore which diffolves the 
union cannot but be a violent fhock to nature:-and fo it-ap» 
pears to be by the ftruggles which many endure in the article 
of death. The {wellings of Jordan can fearcely be beheld with- 
out fhivering, efpecially by him who ftands at the brink of it, 
and is juft launching into it. Indeed we know not, as I faid, 
what it is to die: imagination therefore may unduly heighten 
the terror of dying. Yet, as this great change is a tranfgref- 
fion of the original law of our exiftence, and hath evident 
fymptoms of pain and anguifh attending it, it would be unna- 
tural not to dread it. It is the king of terrors, the firft, the 
chiefeft, the mightieft of all natural evils.’ 

This defcription is ftriking and expreffive, and feems to: be 
founded upon obfervation. It is certain, indeed, that the 
fear of death is one of the ftrongeft paffions implanted in hu- 
‘man nature, and wifely ordained by Providence, as a fort of 
guard to retain mankind within their appointed ftaticn. Yet, 
poflibly, there are not thofe agonies in dying, which are ufually 
juppofed. Many things appear more formidable in imagina- 
tion, than they are in reality. When we are in perfec health 
end vivacity, we have a horrible idea of ficknefs and confine- 
ment; but when we are actually fick and confined, we are 
more infenfible to the pleafures and gaicti¢s. of the world,. and: 
reconciled.to the alteration. As our diftemper increafes, we be- 
gin to be difgufted with life, and with to be releafed. The 
afpeé& of death becomes more familiar, as it approaches. As 
nature finks into diffolution, we gradually lofe the power of 
fenfation. The interval of departure is fhort and. tranfient :. 
the change imperceptible. No reflection, and therefore no 
pain fueceeds. The fouk forgets her anxiety, and finks inte 
repofe ; and if there is a’ pain, there is, upon.Chriftian prin- 
ciples, a blifs in dying. We may perhaps reconcile ourfelves 
in fome meafure to the thoughts of our deceafe by obferving, 
how fleep pervades the human frame, and fufpends its opera- 
tions. With what eafe do we pafs.from waking to fleeping ? 
with how little concern co we part with the knowledge of Jight,. 
aud of ourlelves? And if this temporary infenfibility, this 
image 
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image of death, fteals, upon us imperceptibly, if we feel an 
inexpreffible fweetnefs in that fituation ; why may not we ima- 
gine, that the /en/es glide away in the fame foft and eafy man- 
ner, when nature finks into the profoundeft repofe ? 


aa 





7k. 


VIM. An Effay towards:a Sytem of Mineralogy: by Axel Frederic 
Cronftedt. Tranflated from the original Swedith, with Notes, 
By Guftav von Engeftrom. To which is added, a Treatife on 
the Pocket-Laboratory, containing an eafy Method, ufed by the 
Author, for trying mineral Bodies : written by the Tranflator, The 
whole revifed and correcied, with fome additional Notes, by Ema- 
nuel Mendes da Cofta. 8v0. Pr. 6s. Dilly. 


THS Effay, as we are informed by the tranflator, in his 

Preface, was originally publithed in the year 1758. The 
author at firft, for private reafons, chofe to be anonymous ; 
but the merit of the work foon pointed him out to be the 
learned and noble Frederic Cronftedt. Its reputation foon 
{pread over foreign countries, and it is with pleafure that we 
now fee it tranflated into the Englifh language, efpecially as 
this country abounds fo much with the materials of which it 
treats. This extenfive and valuable work might have been 
rendered ftill more perfect, had the author lived to augment 
it with farther improvements ; but he was unfortunately cut 
off in the flower of his age, while he was bufily employed in 
profecuting his difcoveries, As it is, however, it will not only 
prove highiy entertaining to all lovers of natural hiftory, 
but likewife of the utmoft importance towards the improve- 
ment of thofe arts which are conneéted with mineralogy. The 
following extrac from the author’s own Preface, will give our 
readers an idea of the nature and plan of the work. 

‘ As former ages principally encouraged philological and 
antiquarian enquiries; this prefent age, at leaft in Sweden, - 
favours the ftudy of Natural Hiftory. 

‘ Such changes muft be afcribed to geniufes, who under- 
ftand how to make thofe fciences, which they have chofe for 
their ‘principal ftudy, agreedble to the public; and which 
fciences, being in general ufeful to the wHole community, every 
individual thereof can reap fome advantage from it, and thereby 
gratify that felf-love implanted in the breait of all mankind in 
the purfuit of them, 

¢ When the pride of a nation is flattered with the vain glory 
of being of great antiquity, the author of fuch an opinion is 
always favoured; and every Jittle circumftance conducive to 
further confirm it, is carefully recolle@ed and goted. Thus 
D 3 “when 
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when the fubjeéts of the creation are reprefented to us in 4 
ynanner which. affifts our memory, and renders our conceptions 
of them eafier, we aim at earneftly adopting the noble im- 
provement, and, in order to be the more efteemed, we like- 
wife always confer praife on the author. 

* As long as the author adheres to his fyftem, and does not 
alter it, but only illnftrates it from time to time with fome ad- 
ditional obfervations, we are not only well fatisfied with him, 
but alfo often become his faithful affiftants. But if he, con- 
vinced of the impropriety of his method from its very principles, 
rejects it, and prefents us with another, new and entirely differ- 
ent; what will then be the refult? Or what is likely to hap- 
pen if this is attempted by a perfon who is unknown, and not 
artful enough to fejze on the advantages of our paffions? 

‘ For my part, I am apt to believe, that in the former 
cafe, the prefent general tafte might be fomewhat leflened 
without any Jofs to the fcience itfelf; becaufe among the great 
number that love Natural Hittory, there are always fome who 
embrace it when free from errors; and others wha are only 
fond of pew reafonings and conclufions, merely becaufe they 
are fo. 

‘ Thefe latter are even of fervice, and their party will cer- 
tainly increafe in length of time, 

‘ From this perfuafion [ have ventured to publifh this Effay 
for treating Mineralogy in a fyftematical manner; a ftudy to 
which I have with fo much pleafure applied myfelf, It is not 
done from the defire of novelty ; and ftill lefs from contempt 
of thofe fyftems, which Swedifh gentlemen in particular, very 
defervedly, though chiefly on the fame principles, have here- 
tofore generally purfued. © 

_ * I have thought proper to conceal my name, to prevent any 
conftraint on myfelf or others, and with a view to be at a 
greater liberty to amend the fyftem, whenever I fhall be con- 
vinced there is a neceffity for fo doing, either by my own ex- 
perience, or by.the obfervations of others: for I flatter myfelf 
that this work will not pafs unnoticed by men of letters; and, 
as it is only an effay, it ought, according to an eftablifhed 
Jaw amongit authors, to be fheltered from too fevere cenfures. 

* I with that the mineralifts themfelves would examine and 
compare al] that has been hitherto done in this fcience; they 
would then find the reafon which has induced me to deviate 
from the received fyftems, and.to propofe another founded 
upon my own, as well as upon the difcoveries of others. But 
as this comparifon is not in the power of every one to make, I 
think it neceflary briefly to repeat here the changes which this 
{cience has undergone. , ‘ 

‘ The 
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¢ The firft writers on Natural Hiftory found fo great a num- 
ber of unknown bodies before them, that their curiofity and 
time would:not allow them to do more than to defcribe them 
by their mere external appearances, and to colle& the names 
by which they were known to the natives of the coun 
where they were found. But as every country had a different 
name for thefe bodies, they often gained more names than 
there were real fpecies, and even fometimés the -very reverfe 
happened ; this occafioned a confufion, which in the begi 
was excufable, but in length of time could not fail of béing an 
obftacle to the progrefs of the fcience, and its application in 
common life. 

‘ To remove and alter thefe inconveniencies, they have in 
later and more enlightened times endeavoured to fix proper 
names to the fubjeéts of the mineral kingdom, according to 
their external marks, as in regard to figure, colour, and hard- 
nefs; but thefe characters afterwards having been found not 
fufficient, it was neceflary to difcover others more folid by the 
refult of chemical experiments, which added to the former 
ones would make a complete fyftem. Hiarne and Bromell 
were, as far as I know, the firft who founded any mineral fy- 
ftem upon chemical principles. However, they were only the 
projectors of this manner of proceeding; and to them we owe 
the three known divifions of the moft fimple mineral bodies; 
viz. the Calcarei, Vitrefcentes, et Apyri. ‘This fyftem was after-- 
wards adopted by Dr. Linnzus, who, as a very fkilful perfon 
in the other two kingdoms of nature, ought not to have 
omitted the third when he publifhed his Syftema Nature. 
Browal, bifhop of Aho, a prelate of great learning, had an Op- 
portunity of altering and improving Linnzus’s method in a 
manufcript, which Dr. Wallerius has fince made public in his 
Mineralogy, with fome alterations of his own; however, the 
principal foundation remained the fame in all, or according to 
Bromell’s method, which he had publifhed in a fmall book, 
entitled [Indications for the fearching for Minerals: until Mr. Pott, 
a chemift by profeffion, and confequently inclined rather to 
believe the effects of his experiments, than the external ap- 
pearances alone, proceeded farther than was cuftomary before 
his time, in the affaying of ftones by fire, and afterwards pub- 
lithed his acquired knowledge by the title of Lithogeognefia. 
From this book the faid author received confiderable honour, 
becaufe the true advantage of his refearches began to appear : 
miners and other manufa@turers were by it able: to determine 
the reafon of certain effe&s, which they before either did: not 
obferve, or wilfully concealed, to avoid the cenfure of being 
ignorant, if they advanced fuch things as real truths, which, 
D 4 7 - accord- 
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accordir x to modern fyftems, were regarded as contradiétory. 
and abfurd. Mr. Wolterfdoff, a difciple of Mr. Pott, thea 
begun immediately to form an entire mineral fyfem, founded upoa 
chemical experiments; but his mafter did not approve of it, 
{till infifting that materials were yet wanting for the purpofe ; 
and that every mineral body ought firft to be examined and 
tried with the fame care that he had tried and examined the 
moft fimple of them; to,wit, the earths and ftones. 

‘ Such was, according to the idea I had of it, the ftate of 
Mineralogy, when I, touched by the difficulties which. begin- 
ners laboured under, undertook to put my fcattered thoughts 
in this order. Naturalifis agreed with me,. in thinking the 
barrier, which had a long while been defended with fuch ar 
dour, was now beaten down, and that it-was neceflary another 
fhould be ere&ted in its ftead, as good as could be procured, 
until a perfect one might be in time difcovered. 

‘ Such an enterprize it was thought would promote this de- 
firableend, when on one fide I reflected upon the pafiion which 
our learned have for difputing, and on the other part con- 
fidered the gracious reception which the Arts and Sciences have 
met with at this time, from thofe to whom the heavy burthen 
of governing human focieties is allotted. It, is from their care 
we are’ to expect the compleat tribunal where all difputes in 
this manner can be accurately decided, and all things be ren- 
dered truely ufeful; I mean the inftitution of a laboratory; 
where the fight, grinding and polifhing ; where the air, liquid, 
and dry diflolvents, and alfo fire in all its degrees, from the 
eleGtrical to that of the burning-glafs, may be employed as 
means to obtain the knowledge of thefe intricate and unknown 
bodies. 

‘ To a fimilar circumftance, perhaps, thofe chemical ex- 
periments upon vegetables were owing, which were made 
many years ago in a certain kingdom; and though they did 
not anfwer at that time the intended purpofe, yet they may at 
fome future time be repeated with advantage, when more 
knowledge in that matter is obtained: but, thus much we cer- 
tainly know by experience, that the mineral kingdom is ex- 
tremely well adapted to be examined by thefe means... The 
experiments made by the ingenious. Mr. Homberg, with 
Tichirnhaufen’s burning-glafs, may certainly be carried yet 
farther, whereby fome doubts may likewife be removed, which 
{till remain, regarding fome of the effe&ts of his experiments. 
Thus, we fhould be employed in obferving the phcenomena and 
drawing conclufions from them, ‘inftead. of. only fearching for 
the principles of thofe effeéts, as naturalifts were formerly ob- 
liged to do, 
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« How fatisfied would every lover of fyftems be, if by this 
means he could get materials properly prepared to compofe a 
better work, in which he could introduce the few valuable things 
which are to be found among the old ruins, -and leave out all 
the vague expreflions, together with the diftin@ions, that are 
of no confequence. 

‘ When I had, for the above-mentioned purpofe, colle&ted 
my own obfervations, and thofe of others, I heard of two 
new books on the fame fubje&; they were Mr. D’ Argenville’s 
Oryology, and Mr, Juiti’s Mineralogy; for which reafon I 
laid my .manufcript afide, until I had, by the perufal of thofe 
two works, convinced myfelf that thofe gentlemen had not 
prevented me from purfuing my plan; for, the former has, in 
my opinion, endeavoured to bring us back to a talte that was 
formerly in vogue; and which, though we do not defpile, yet 
awe negleé?. The fecond feems to have hurried himfelf toe 
much, mixing together fome irrefiftible truths, with a greater 
number of opinions, not yet demonftrated, or mere conjec- 
tures ; which is running on fafier with a theory than experiments 
ewill permit; whereby nature, which is the chief point, will at 
the end be loft. 

‘ Therefore, that no fondnefs for novelties, in confequence 
of thefe new works, or others of the like nature, which may 
hereafter be publifhed, may again divert our attention from the 
only method of obtaining any knowledge of the Mineral Kingdom, 
which has with fo much pains at length been difcovered, and 
has already been a little entered upon; I have, prompted ei- 
ther by felf-love, or a more generous motive, publithed this 
Effay, even before I have had time and leifure to reduce it into 
a perfect fyfiem : Ido not pretend that it is a compleat one, 
by which we can with certainty divide mineral fubftances, and 
afterwards reduce them into order. I have chiefly i intended it 
as a bar, or oppofition to thofe who imagine it to be an eafy 
matter to invent a method in this fcience, and who, entirely 
taken up with the furface of things, think that the Mineral 
Kingdom may with the fame facility be reduced into claffes, genera, 
and fpecies, aS animals and vegetables are; they do not con- 
fider that in the two laft kingdoms of nature there are but 
feldam, and never more than two different kinds found mixed 
in one body ; whereas in the mineral kingdom i it is very com- 
mon, though it will neverthelefs ‘always remain concealed 
from every one, however penetrating, «who bas not emplayed bim- 

Self in the compounding or decompounding fuch bediet, as far as the 
protect Knowledge of thefe matters will permit.’ ” 


IX, The 
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1X. The Placid Man: or the Hiftory of Sir Charles Bevil. 2 Vols. 
I12mo. Pr. 65. Wilkie. 


‘THE hiftory begins with a fhort account of Sir Charles’s 

father and uncle: the former, a worthy country gentle- 
man ; the latter returned from being a governor in the Eaft- 
Indies, and fomething of a charaéter. An account of young 
Beville’s birth and education, and a {ketch of Mr. Norris, his 
tutor, which is well drawn, keeps up the reader’s attention 
till the former comes of age; the gout, then, attacking Sir 
George, his father fends them all to Bath. Mr. Bevil there 
refcues a man from the mob, who had ftolen a piece of bread and 
butter, for the immediate relief of his wife and child, who 
were in extreme want, ‘The poor man relates his hiftory : is 
recognized by Mr. Norris as an old acquaintance, and is ge- 
neroufly relieved by Bewille. Beville, while he is difcharging 
the duties of humanity, forgets an appointment with a Mifs 
Clayton, at the ball. Mifs Clayton rallies him for having 
made her wait. The apology which he makes for his delay 
affefis her fo much, that having a great deal of fenfibility, as 
wellas beauty, fhe falls defperately in love with him. This 
lady, whofe father is an old courtier, and whofe mother-in- 
law was a rich citizen’s daughter, are much divided in their 
opinions with regard to the difpofal of her. Sir Harry is for 
having a diminutive lord for his fon, merely on account of 
his quality ; my lady prefers Sir Ifaac Rupee, a rich Eaft- 
Indian: but both of them being very ridiculous charaéters, 
Mifs Clayton does not chufe to encourage either of them ; ef- 
pecially as Mr, Beville having, from his good fenfe and be- 
nevolent difpofition, made himfelf mafter of her heart: how- 
ever, as fhe fees the other gentlemen better received by 
her parents, fhe does not publickly difcover her prepoffef+ 
fion in his favour; but fhe makes a Mrs. Stapleton privy 
to it. Mrs. Stapleton is a widow, her particular friend, 4 
fenfible, agreeable woman, and fhe foon alfo appears to be 
the friend of Mr. Beville. Mr. Beville becoming about this 
time, by the. death of his father, Sir Charles, finds Mrs. Sta- 
pleton extremely well inclined to make a vifit to Sir Harry 
Clayton, at Beechwood-Park, on his account. Mifs Clayton 
gets rid of her two lovers, and Sir Harry grows impatient to 
receive overtures from Sir Charles. While Mrs, Stapleton is 
taking this ftep to ferve her friend Mifs Clayton, and Sir Charles, 
the latter by {peaking highly of her to Mr. Norris, and of Mr. 
Norris to her, excites in each of them an inclination for the 


ether. An interview paves the way for a marriage between 
? ' them; 
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them; when that marriage is on the point of being folemnized, 
Mrs. Stapleton receives a letter from her milliner, which in- 
forms her, that Mr. Norris had many years before been under 
the moft facred engagements to her; that fhe could produce 
thefe engagements under his own hand; and that his non- 
compliance with them had reduced her to the fituation of 
life fhe was in, as fhe had, trufting to his honour, refuled 
feveral advantageous offers. Mrs Stapleton, alarmed at this 
intelligence, communicates it to Mr. Norris: Mr. Norris con- 
feffes there is fome truth in it, but declares, at the fame time, 
that the character of the perfon who wrote fo heavy a charge 
again{ft him, had alone prevented the performance of his pro- 
mife. He determines to confult Sir Charles and Mr. Barker, 
the poor man whom Sir Charles had relieved at Bath. Sir 
Charles, in confequence of the information communicated to 
him, appoints a meeting with the milliner, who talks in 
very lofty terms, till Mr. Barker, having been, without mak- 
ing Sir Charles acquainted with his defign, to Stoney. Strat- - 
ford, prodyces a ftrolling player as her hufband,—By this 
unexpected difcovery Mr, Norris is, of courfe, quite a free- 
agent, and his marriage with Mrs. Stapleton is celebrated on 
the fame day with that between Sir Charles and Mifs Clayton. 
There is not much contrivance in the ftory: it is carried on 
by ftarts, and in qa defultory manner: the digreffions are toe 
numerous, tho’ many of them are inftruétive and entertaining. 
There are ftrokes of good fenfe and good writing in the intro- 
du@ion —Sir Charles and Mifs Clayton are the principal fis 
gures of the piece, but they are not very ftrongly. marked; 
they are, indeed, amiable, but tog uniformly fo to be ftriking. 





X. The Fruitlefs Repentance, or the Hiftory of Mifs Kitty Le Fever. 
2 Vols, 1zmo. Pr. 5s. F. Newbery. 


JN thefe volumes fome very uncommon words are introduced, 
and fome very improbable adventures related ; hut there are 
many pages.in them fufficiently pleafing and pathetic to dif- 
tinguifh this novel from the common run of fauch publications, 

Lord Clerage, a young man of fathion, in company with 
Sir George Hendon, fees Mifs Le Fever at prayers in Weft. 
minfter Abbey, and is fo much ftruck with her beauty as to 
defire to know who fhe was.—She, gueffing his defign by fol- 
lowing her, fteps into a fhop in order to difappoint him, from 
thence fhe flips through a back-door, into a ftreet leading to 
the Park.—By. this movement fhe efcapes from him.—Sir 


George Hendon {ets out the next morning for the ee is 
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finifh a matrimonial affair—Lord Clerage frequents all publick 
laces in hopes of having a fecond view of the unknown beauty. 
hance, at laft, conduéts nim to vifit a Mrs. Leefon, a relation 
of his—Mrs. Leefon entertains him with an account of a lady 
and her daughter who lodge in the fame houfe with her: the 
latter, according to Mrs. Leefon’s defcription of her, is, he 
imagines, the young lady he is in fearch of. On farther en- 
quiry he finds that fhe is in very low circumftances ; the daugh- 
ter of a brave officer who loft his life in defending a fort; that 
fhe had been taken care of, and educated by a lady Catherine 
Oldham, very diftantly related to her mother, for fourteen 
years: that on the death of her father the had infifted upon 
living with her mother, hoping to comfort and affift her, as the 
had no more than thirty pounds a year for her fubfiftence : 
and that lady Catherine was fo provoked at fo filial a pro- 
cedure as to cancel a will which fhe had made in Kitty’s fa- 
vour, declaring, at the fame time, that fhe would have.no- 
thing more to do with her.— While Mrs. Le Fever lies in a de- 
clining ftate of health in the fame houfe with Mrs. Leefon, her 
daughter receives a letter from an intimate friend in the coun- 
try, by the hands of Mr. Leicefter, a young clergyman, and a 
very deferving man, who, being totally unprovided for, comes 
te ‘own in fearch of a curacy.—In this interview the young 
people feel ftrong prepoffeflions in each others favour. Miis, 
Le Fever is thoroughly fenfible of the impropriety of giving 
way to her inclination for Mr. Leicefter, and is very much 
perfuaded to oppofe it by Mifs Winter, from whom fhe receives 
the letter abovementioned.—Mrs, Le Fever removes to Ken- 
fington for the air—Lord Clerage prevails on Mrs. Leefon, 
who does not fufpe& his intentions, to introduce him to Mrs. 
and Milfs Le Fever, on their return, as a Mr. Smith, that they 
may not be embarrafled with the ceremonious civilities due ta 
aman of his quality.—The old lady, who is fuppofed to be 
above feventy, falls into the fcheme—His lordfhip is received 
politely, but with no apparent pleafure by Mifs Le Fever— 
She goes with him, however, as Mr. Smith, to the Magdalen- 
Hofpital, without any other companion, when he difcovers 
his real name, and rank in life. In their way home he takes 
liberties with her which fhe cannot approve of, and therefore 
ftrongly refents his behaviour, His friend Sir George, when 
acquainted with it, greatly condemns him, and warmly defends 
the caufe of virtue —Lord Clerage, in a letter to a Mr. John- 
fon, who is no ftranger to his pailion for Mifs Le Fever, turns 
Sir George into ridicule for being fo very virtuous. He alfo 
informs Mr. Johnfon, that having bribed Mrs. Leefon’s maid 


Jenny, who was going to the poft-houfe with two letters, the 
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ene to Mifs Winter, the other to Mr. Leicefter, he had found 
that Mifs Le Fever aétually defpifed him, and had a heart only 
for the poor parfon.—By the fame manceuvres, my lord gets 
into his hands Mifs Winter’s and Mr. Leicefter’s anfwers ; and 
refolves to make propofals to lady Catherine, fuppofing that 
as fhe brought Milfs Le Fever up with a defign to give her a 
fortune. He firft, however, feizes an opportunity to {peak to 
Mifs Le Fever, alone, who tells him frankly,. that fhe is en- 
gaged to Leicefter.—My lord then offers to make a handfome 
provifion for him upon his relinquifhing all pretenfions. to her, 
She confents to communicate his lordfhip’s. propofal to her lo- 
ver, but alfo tells my lord that her compliance with his re- 
queft is entirely on Leicefter’s account, and that fhe will never 
fee him more when the bufinefs is completed.—While Mifs 
Le Fever’s letter to Mr. Leicefter, with his lordthip’s propofal, 
is on the road to him, my lord vifits lady Catherine, thinking 
that it will be impoffible for Leicefter to refufe his advantageous 
offer; and her ladyfhip agrees to pay feven thoufand pounds 
down with Mifs Le Fever, and to leate her the fame fum at her 
death. To my lord’s extreme difappointment Leicefter hurries 
up to town, claims his miftrefs’s promife, and throws up every 
thing for her fake. Lord Clerage, irritated by fo unexpected 
a turn, employs his friend Johnion to difpofe of. his trouble- 
fome rival, and receives afflurances from that. friend that his 
defire is accomplifhed. Mifs Le Fever becomes very uneafy at 
her lover’s abfence ; fufpects my lord of being the caufe of it, 
flies to him, and, on her knees, intreats him to releafe Lei- 
cefter from his confinement, offering to marry him if. that in- 
treaty was fuccefsful. Yet fhe, at the fame time, appears fo 
difturbed and unhappy that his lordfhip, who begins to repent 
of his villainy, promifes to do every thing in his power. to re- 
fiore him to her. My lord, though he encourages Mifs Le 
Fever to hope for the reftoration of her lover, really does not 
know where he is, but foon hears that he is in a mad-honfe, 
In this houfe he finds him rendered almoft frantick by his ill- 
treatment: he releafes him, carries him to Mifs Le Fever, and 
offers him a temporary living—Leicefter accepts of his lord- 
fhip’s offer with gratitude, looks upon him as his beft friend, 
and earneftly begs him to aflift him in perfuading Mifs Le 
Fever to be indiflolubly united to him.—Mifs Le Fever, recol- 
le&ting the conditions on which my lord promifed. to be his 
friend, falls into a fit : as foon as fhe recovers. fhe defires Lei- 
cefter to go up to her mother, and then plainly tells his lord- 
fhip that the is unable to perform her engagement; but adds 
that the will never marry Leicefter.—Her great diftrefs upon 
the trying occafion affeGs my lord 2 much that he confents to 
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her marrying the man of her choice ; and leaves her with pies 
cipitation. She marries Leicefter.—Here follows an abridg- 
ment of a whole two years correfpondence.—Lord Clerage again 
applies to Sir George, to inform him that having cot off his 
hair, in order to difguife himfelf, he had cauglit a bad cold; 

which had been attended by a St. Anthony’s fire on one fide 
of his face: that he had fent for a phyfician who had a pupil— 
(a circumftance not very common, however) whom he remem- | 
bered to be Sir George’s worthy countryman Freeman.—To 
this Freeman my lord paffes fora Mr. Claytoh; and fets him 
up an apothecary at Brickley, the town in which Leicefter 
lived. With this Freeman he correfponds for two years, while 
he, himfelf, refides with Sir George: —By him he is informed 
that Mr. Leicefter has a fon and a daughter ; and that he had 
married Mifs Winter, Mrs. Leicefter’s friend, who, upon the 
death of her father, came to live with her, with a fortune of 
nine thoufand pounds. Freeman alfo informs his friend Claytori 
(lord Clerage) that Mr. Leicefter is jealous of his wife. On 
the receipt of this intelligence my lord goes, difguifed; to board 
with Freeman, hoping to tempt Mrs; Leicefter to reyenge her: _ 
felf upon her hufband.—Mrs. Freeman, a lively woman, now 
begins to correfpond with a Mifs Gibfon, and fends her an ac- 
count of Leicefter’s behaviour, which almoft borders upon mad- 
nefs.—-—Leicefter meets Mr. Clayton at Freeman’s and in- 
vites him to his houfe, by vifiting at which he, (Clayton) 
alias my lord, has many opportunities to make Mrs: Leicefter 
his friend, who is fuppofed not to recognize his lordfhip in his 
round bob—While lord Clerage is thus fituated, a neighbouring 
fyuire, of whom Leicefter is jealous, fpeaks flightly of Mrs. Lei= 
cefter. My lord, provoked at his injurious afperfions, is in- 
ftigated to give him an opportunity to try her, that he may; 
himfelf, fly to her deliverance, without her hufband’s know- 
ledge, who, for want of penetration, harbours no fufpicions 
againft the very man concerning whom he had moft reafon to 
entertain them. Soon after this Leicefter dies of a fever, and 
leaves his wife with child, who is doubly diftrefled, having. loft 
a hufband whom fhe loved, and being very much ftraitened in 
her circumftances.—Lord Clerage difcovers himfelf, by the 
agitation of his fpirits, to Mrs. Freeman; and fhe promifes, 
at his earneft interceffion, to plead his caufe with her friend, 
It is now agreed that he fhall leave Brickley as Mr. Clayton, 
and return, in a decent time, to vifit Mrs. Leicefter as Lord 
Clerage—Yet, though he has hopes of being favourably re- 
ceived, he cannot refle&, without much difquietude, on his 
having been acceflary to the inhuman treatment which Lei- 
celter had met with; and which had, -at certain feafons, he 
be- 
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believed, unhinged ‘his reafon.—Lord Clerage, as Mr.’ Clay- 
ton, vifits Mrs. Leicefter foon after her lying-in of another‘fon, 
to wlhiom he ftands godfather, and leaves “Brickley, after hav- 
ing declared his intention to -pay his refpeéts to the amiable 
widow again. Before he goes, however, he procures a hun- 
dred a year for her from lady Catherine; which annuity is to 
be punétually paid to her during her widowhood but’no lon- 
ger—On being perfuaded by her friends to accept of lord Cle- 
rage, Mrs. Leicefter exprefies a ftrong diflike to a fecond mar~ 
riage, efpecially with a man who had fo outrageoufly perfecuted 
her: but for her mother’s fake, and in confideration of her 
children, the refolves to give her hand to his lordthip; though 
fhe hopes that her altered perfon ‘and the ftriking marks of & 
fpeedy diffolution, as the is vifibly in a decline, will deter him 
from his purpofe.—She finds him refolute, but will not conferit 
toan union with him till fhe has lain afide her widow’s drefs,— 
During thefe tranfaétions lady Catherine is applied to, and:flie 
declares that fhe will make the fewen thoufand pounds, befote 
promifed, ter.—Mts. Leicefter now finding herfelf growing 
worfe and worfe almoft every hour, affures Mrs. Freeman that 
her end is faft approaching—She is foon afterwards confinéd 
entirely to her chamber. She fends, in a hurry, to lord Cle- 
rage, and defires him to accept of that hand which the had 
hitherto refufed, in hopes of fecuring lady Catherine’s offer for 
her children.— When this bufinefs is difpatched, his lordthip 
produces a private bond or inftrument, by which he fettles the 
ten thoufand pounds equally divided among her three children. 
She dies'in about four days, having taken leave of her children, 
whom lord Clerage looks upon as his own, and recommends 
her mother ftrongly tothe care of his lordfhip and of Mrs. 

‘Freeman. 

The moral of this little hiftory is obvious. —The heroine of 
it is great throughout: her dying fpeech to my lord is very af- 
‘fe&ing. ‘The improbabilities need not be pointed out, as Mrs. 
‘Leiceiter’s not recognizing lord Clerage in his round bob is fuf- 
ficient to ftagger the moft carelefs and credulous reader.— 
However, this new performance has, upon the whole, a good 
deal of merit. 





XI. The Maid of Quality; or the Hiftory of Lady Lucy Layton, 
2 Vols, izmo. Pr.'5s. Vernon and Chater. 


T HE reader of our modern novels fhould have the patience 
of Job—Few, very few, cazx make him amends for the 
time devoted to the perufal of them,—The pious man of Uz 
4 had, 
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had, certainly, many grievances to complain.of, but he had id 
petitions to fign, nor novels to review. 

It is not eafy to difcover the plan of the author of the 
volumes before us, however, we will endeavour to give bim, 
or her, fair play—. 

Lady Lucy is firft introduced under tha name of Lucy Gre- 
ville, and in the chara&ter. of an upper fervant to Mifs 
Cleaveland, who lives with her brother. This brother falls in 
Jove with Lucy, and offers her marriage ; but not chufing to 
“inform her fifter of his defigns, wants to marry her privately. 
-After fome demurring fhe clofes with’ his propofal. In the 
mean while a Mr. Wilder comes. to_vifit to Mr, Cleaveland, 
and being alarmed at hearing that he intended to marry Lucy, 
_as he knew that fuch an alliance muft be detrimental to him, 
-and as he had taken a violent fancy to Lucy himfelf, bribes 
Le Four, Cleaveland’s valet, to fill her with: fufpicions againft 
-his mafter. Le Four prevails on her to elope with him, and 
promifes to conduct her fafe toa Mifs Berkley’s, with whom fhe 
correfponds. When they are, by themfelves, in a poft chaife 
upon the road, he takes very great liberties with her. She.is 
refeued by Mr. Cleaveland, with the affiftance of his atten- 
_dants, who conveys her to a feat of his in the weft of Eng- 
land: he reproaches her for having left him to put herfelf into 
the hands of his fervant: Lucy, however, believing that he 
_was only fcheming her ruin, liftens to, one of his maid fervants, 
who brings her a letter with the fuperfcription of which the i is 
quite unacquainted.—Ths. letter contains an offer of proteg- 
tion from a lady in the neighbourhood, as fhe is told, This 
lady proves to. be mother tothe Mr, Moreton who accompanied 
Wilder in his vifits to Mr-Cleaveland, at the time Lucy waited 
on his fifter.—Moreton behaves to her with ftill more infolence 
than. Cleaveland or Le Four had-done. in ftruggling: the 
feizes his piftol and wounds him; runs away, and gets into 
other families.—Still expofed to infults from the men, fhe is, at 
length, recommended, as a fervant, to lady Conftantia Bel- 
mont, , Soon after, Mifs Greville’s entering into lady Conftan- 
tia’s, family, Cleaveland, who. vifits her lady thip, difcovers 
her, begs pardon for having fufpeéted her virtue, and tells 
her, that Le Four being feized with a dangerous diforder, 
wifhed to fee him, and had confefled that Wilder engaged him 
to carry her off, not only to fecure her for him/elf, but to pre- 
yent him from marrying her, hoping, that he would -then 
make a Mifs Bafil his wife. _ Wilder, -it feems, ‘is particularly 
interefted in the marriage between Cleaveland and Mifs Bafil, 
being then entitied: to. the third part of an old lady’s effate, 
aunt both to him and Mifs Bafil, and vehemently averfe to 
any 
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any connediions with Cleaveland and his family, This affair 
being cleared up, Cleaveland is received by Lucy as the man 
whe isto be her hufband. Wilder attacks Cleaveland—Cleaver 
land wounds him dangeroufly, and flies to France,—Wilder, 
at length, recovers, and Lucy falls ill of a fever, occafioned, 
in a great meafure, by her anxiety about Cleaveland, While 
fhe is in this condition the nurfe who attends her difcovers, by 
a pigture and a mole, that the is the fifter of the marquis de 
L-—-, and not Julia Belmont, who dies before this dencisement, 
The magquis himfelf proves to be an Englith earl, whofe fa- 
ther went abroad after the rebellion, recovers his title and 
eftate, and expreffes great uneafinefs concerning Cleaveland’s 
behaviour to lady Lucy Layton, his new filter. Soon afterwards 
Cleaveland returns from France, and explains the caufe of his 
long abfence and filence—It appears by that explanation that 
Wilder had followed him to France, encouraged a Spanifh gen- 
tleman, who was there at that time, to fufped him of an ime 
proper intimacy with his wife, and to get him affaffinated, 
An attempt is made againft his life, but his wounds happen not 
to be mortal, During his confinement Wilder intercepts alf 
the letters which were *sifpatched to him by lady Lucy, and by 
him to her. Cleaveland comes. to the knowledge of Wilder’s 
perfidious behaviour by the information of Mr, Beverly, 
friend of his. Cleaveland had faved this Beverly’s life when 
forme’ country fellows had almoft overpowered him, for endear 
youring to carry off a fing girl--In return for fo fignal a fervice 
Beverly difclofes all he knows relating to the villainy of Wilder, 
who is drowned, comingifrom Calais in an open boat. With 
the marriage of Cleayeland, and lady Lucy, with the tacke 
ing together of feveral other perfonages, not of confequeauce to 
be mentioned, the piece concludes. 

We have given the outhines of this curious performance, full 
of marvellous events, related in a marvellous ftyle, becaufe we 
would not be accufed of proceeding to execution before the 
trial is over: we cannot, however, help thinking that it 
will be tran/ported im a little while to the regions of oblis 


wien. 
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XIT. Aa Eighth Letter to the pi of England, On she Power oF 
Lt yp ree in the Commons; in which it is fotwn, that the 
SubjeR is not fufficiently*underflood by thofe who have written on 
either Side of the Quefion. Sve. Pr. 2s, Robinfon and Roberts. 
‘TH expulfion and difgualification of Mr. Wilkes from fit- 
ting. inthe houfe of commons during this parliament, 


have multiplied political apbcoms pro and con, to an amaz- 
Vou. XXIX. Jaman 1770» E ‘ing 
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ing degree. Each has the true fecret of cure without’ confme- 


ment, and each boafts of the number of patients who have 
recovered under his hand. ‘That political, as well-as natural, 
ailments, may be removed by different applications, may be 
true ; but a praétitioner has ‘no right tocondemn another per- 
fon’s method, becaufe it is not the fame with his. 

We have already reviewed feveral- pamphlets on the fame 
fubje& as that before us ; and though we agree-in opinion, .in 
a great meafure with this author, yet ‘we cannot retraét any 
thing we have faid with regard to others. Abundance of the 
law dees not deftroy the law; and we look upon what: he ‘has 
advanced, as being not contradiétory to, but as corroborative 
of, the inherent right of difqualification that refides in the 
commons of Great Britain, as exercifed in the cafe of Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Why this publication is called an Eighth Letter to the Peo- 
ple of England, is not very material to enquire. It has, in- 
deed, no marks.of an epiftolary addrefs ; and therefore, with- 
out minding a trifling impropriety, we hall proceed to its fub- 
ftance. 

The author fets out with an opinion, that preceding wri- 
ters have miflaken the cafe of this difqualification ; and he 


. quotes Sir Edward Coke in refutation of what the advocates of 


Mr. Wilkes have offered. His reafoning upon this head, .is, 
we think, ftrong and conclafive ; but it would fuffer by being 
parcelled out. It is fufficient. to fay; that the author thinks, 
* the houfe of commons does, at-once, poffefs both a legifla- 
tive and executive authority in all thofe matters which may 
arife concerning themfelves, It. includes a legiflative» power, 
becaufe the maxims and the methods, on which they proceed, 
are not defined and afcertained by any particular law, and are 
refident in themfelves alone.’ To prove this, the author brings 
various inftances, both from law and praétice ; from the latter it 
feems, as if, where not fpecifically mentioned and defcribed, that 
the commons deem themfelves, refpe&ting their own affairs, un- 
obliged by the whole legiflative authority, excepting in thofe 
concerning treafon, felony, and breach of the peace. In confirma- 
tion of this doétrine, our-author initances the exemption which 
members enjoy, not only for their own perfons, but their fervants, 
from arrefts, and other law proceedings, to which other fubjeéts 
are liable ; and the punifhments inflicted, without any courfe of 
law, on thofe whom they may deem to have ated. difrefpe&- 
fully to a member or to the houfe. 

‘ On what authority, fays this writer, a writ-of Habeas 
Corpus is denied to the fubje€t, who may be taken into cuftody 


by power of the commons, I know not. It cannot be on the 
reafon 
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reafon already related, that the judges cannot be authorifed by 
the executive power to carry the common law into execution ; 
becaufe this writ of right is by ftatute law. And. it feems exa 
tremely fingular that the commons, who have confented to 
this ftatute of the Habeas Corpus, fhould think themfelves fue 
perior to the law which they have enatted, without excepting 
that right to themfelyes: and that the judges fhould not grant 
that writ, to every fubje& who applies for it in the above. fitua. 
tions; fince the power that made the law unexceptionably en- 
ables the executors of it to. carry it into execution, In fa&, 
though the laws and cuftoms of parliament, which are confe- 
cutive of its legiflative authority, ave to be learned out of the 
rolls of parliament, and. other records and precedents, an 
from continual experience ; yet thefe can no more limit the 
legiflative authority of the commons, in relation to their own 
affairs, than the common or ftatute law can circumfcribe the 
authority of the whole legiflature. Each of them can initi- 
tute new laws, alter, explain, and abrogate the old, when 
the exigency of the cafe requires it: otherwife they would be 
bound to follow erroneous laws, without the power of reme- 
dying their mifchief: and in new cafes be unable to provide 
any remedy at all: both which are incompatible with the idea 
of all legiflative authority. Whenever the legiflative autho~ 
rity of either houfe, in affairs relating to themfelves, is either 
altered, circumfcribed, explained, or abrogated by the autho- 
rity of, the whole legiflative body, in thofe inftances it .is ren 
dered inoperative, in all others it remains in plenary power.’ 

_ We have given this quotation at large, becaufe we are doubte 
ful whether a writ of Hedeas Corpus, upon a commitment of 
the commons, ought to-be denied. This point was ftrongly 
agitated in the cafe of the Ailefbury men, when many able 
lawyers were of opinion, ‘that they had a right to their Habeas 
Corpus ; three of the judges, however, were of a contrary opi- 
nion, but the great lord chief juftice Hole thought a general 
warrant of commitment for. breach of privilege was of the nay 
ture of an execution ; and, fince the ground of complaint was 
{pecified in the warrant, he thought it plainly appeared, that 
the prifoners had been guilty of no offence, and that therefore 
they ought to be difcharged.’ Without entering into the vali- 
dity of this opinion, it is certain, that Mr. Lechmere faid that 
he believed, in the ralls of precedents, there might be found a 
cafe where bail had been allowed by the court of King’s Bench, 
upon a commitment of the houfe of commons. This author 
therefore, ought rather to have queftioned, whether it was a 
prudential, ox a legal confideration, which influenced judges to 
deny the writ of Habsas Corpus on fuch comfimitments, What 
KE 2. the 
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the author means by the words each of them, in the above quo- 
tation we know not. He boldly concludes, however, from the 
premifés, that the arguments which have been drawn from 
recedents, confidered as the fole origin and guide in the re- 
folutions of the houfe of commons, refpetting the Middlefex 
ele&tion, whether on one fide or the other, are fo far from be- 
ing conclufive, that they are of very little import. 
- ‘This author is of opinion, that the commons, and the right 
of eleGling them alfo, were created by the crown ;. and that 
the very exiftence of the houfe, as well as their eleftors is de- 
rived from tlie very fame fource; but he does not intend to 
infinuate, that the reprefentatives are poffeffed of an unbound- 
ed power to exert their authority as they pleafe, but in mat- 
ters relative to themfelves alone. He thinks, that ‘ if rhe 
commons cannot make their own powers of difqualification, 
which are are not defined by law, becaufe they did not make 
themfelves : it then follows that the ele&tors cannot make their 
owers of elegtion, which are not defined by law, becaufe 
they did not make themfelves. And thus the powers of the 
ele&ted and eletors ftanding alike on this fallacious ground of 
not being lawful, becaufe they did not make themfelves, muft 
fink, and all fall in together. Nor do the ill confequences of 
the pfeceding principle terminate in this place: it muft pro- 
ceed to more fatal effets. For if the commons, becaufe they 
did not make their own power, cannot exercife the authority 
of difqualifying a member by their own refolutions, it follows 
that they cannot exert that power in “conjuné@ion with the 
crown and the houfe of peers. For if the power of difquali- 
fication be injurious both to the electors and the eleéted, that 
wer can tio more be legally exercifed in conjunétion with the 
king and lords, than by the commons folely in their own houfe. 
For to affert that the commons, becaufe they did not make 
their own powers, have not the right to difqualify a member 
by their own refolutions, without depriving the ele€tors of their 
Fight of ele€&tion, the member of his right of reprefentation, 
and rifquing the ruin of the conftitution ‘itfelf; amd yet to al- 
low that thefe very commons can effect the fame thing in a 
more extenfive degree, with more. injurious effets, and with- 
out violating the rights of the member, the ele&tor, and the 
conftitution, conjoined with the two other legiflative eftates, is to 
affert, that the fame ac&t which is criminal when committed 
by themfelves, is lawful when tranfa&ed in company. What 
pofition can be more replete with abfurdity than this, that 
the fame men both Save and have not the fame right ? That 
they poffefs it where it can do the moft nfifchief, and are not 
invefted with it where it can do the leaft.' That they can ref- 
Bi cind 





An Eighth Letter. to the People of England. 53 


Sind any number of fubjeéts both from their elective and re- 
prefentative rights for ever, and not difqualify a member, and 
render the votes of the conftituents ineffeétual for the duration 
of one parliament. Is not the authority to exert fach a power 
by the commons, in concert with the king and lords, as dia- 
metrically repugnant to the defign, and as fubverfive of the 
ends to which they are delegated by the people, as if it was 
exacted by themfelves alone ?, They can, therefore, have no 
greater title to the exercife of this power in their general le- 
giflative capacity than in their feparate. Both rights ftand on 
the fame bafis ; both are equally beneficial or equally prejudi- 
cial to the people themfelves ; and, therefore, both muit be 
alike rejected or received.’ 

_ This is placing the cafe of Mr. Wilkes upon a broad bot- 
tom; but we are afraid that this manner of reafoning may be 
cnntal fo far, as to deftroy the validicy of all human laws, and 
even the firft principles of government. If every man was 
originally by nature equal with another, by what authority 
was he deprived of that equality? If the queftion, however, is 
bounded, it muft operate with great ftrength. That the free- 
holders of Middlefex, as fuch, can aé in no judicial capacity, 
except when they are lawfully fummoned by law or the king’s 
writ, is well known to all who know this conftitution. If they 
petition as individuals, to fet afide a refolution of the houfe of 
commons, every individual in England ou ht to have the fame 
liberty. We may go a itep farther: if the freeholders of 
England have a right to infift upon diffolving the exiftence of 
the comnions, that part of the people, who are not freehold- 
ers, have a right to recur to the laws of natural equality, and 
to demand the fame privileges as the freeholders enjoy. 

this muft lead to a ftate of mere confufion and anarchy, as is 
attempted to be proved in this publication, 

‘ The elegtors, fays this writer, are no more the people, 
than the reprefentatives are the elective body. Nay, the for- 
mer are not poffcfled of a right which the latter enjoy, that of 
being elefted to the important truft of legiflation and the pub- 
lic good. If the conftituents therefore have elected, as the 
people, they have chofen, under a power alfo which they do 
not poffefs; and thus the powers of eleétion, being made by 
thofe who did not make themfelves, they could not make that 
power. The very delegation, therefore, of authority to the 
commons, as the reprefentatives of the people, being imparted 
by their conftituents only, is illegal, and has no ftability. And 
this refult is-confecutive of the fallacioufnefs of that very pris- 
ciple, which declares their power is founded on their being 


¢le&ted by the people. 
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‘ Thefe even are not the fole confequences, detrimental as 
they are, which will devolve on the devoted ftate, fhould the 
preceding principle be thoroughly adopted. The king himfelf 
and the houfe of lords, being zor felf-created, but made by the 
conftitution ; thefe can no more make their own powers than 
the commons, becaufe they did not make themfelves. And 
thus thefe two eftates being in the fame impotent fituation, 
the whole conftitution, king, lords, and commons, the fta- 
tute, common, canon, and all other laws, the executive pow- 
ers, courts, magiftrates, and other officers, muft vanifh like 
the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, and leave the governors with- 
out power, the people without reftraint, and every thing re- 
duced to anarchy and confufion; and the conftitution itfelf 
muft be annihilated. Such will be the effe& of that pofition, 
that the commons cannot make their own powers, becaufe they 
did not make themfelves. The error of this principle arifes 
folely from the confidering thofe things to be emanations from 
the conftitution, which form that conftitution itfelf.’ 

Our author follows this argument very clofely, but we muft 
refer the reader to the work itfelf for the connection of his rea- 
foning. Though we cannot approve of every thing advanced 
in this pamphlet, yet it muft be acknowledged, that the argu- 
ments are built upon a more extenfive and liberal plan, than 
that of any other we have feen upon the fame fubje&. 
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XIII. The Falfe Alarm. 8vo Pr. 1s. - Cadell. 


HIS writer marches againft the Goliah of fedition, clad 

in the fimple, but impenetrable, armour of truth and 
philofophy. He fortifies himfelf with few or no precedents 
from the journals, nor does he rear the ponderous fpear of law, 
but the weapons he employs are keen and irrefiitible. 

After an introduction upon the advancement of civil wifdom 
_for quieting the minds of men, and the difficulty which it en- 
counters in its progrefs; he confiders the ferment that now 
rages in this nation as propagated from papers, petitions, and 

amphlets. ‘ It may, fays he, not be improper to lay before 
the public the reflections of a man who cannot favour the op- 
pofition, for he thinks it wicked; and cannot fear it, for he 
thinks it weak.’ 

The cafe of Mr. Wilkes naturally takes the lead in this ar- 
gumentation. . As to the perfon of Mr. Wilkes, ‘ lampoon it- 
felf, fays he, would difdain to fpeak ill of him, of whom no 
ynan {peaks well. It is fufficient that he is expelled the ee 
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of commons, and confined in goal as being legally convicted of 
fedition and impiety,” 

Notwithftanding the high opinion we have of this author, 
we cannot help thinking that he refembles the man in the 
play, who laughs with the tear in his eye. | His even proclaims 
ing the oppofition to be weak, -may be juftly.confidered as an 
implied declaration that it is ftrong ; .and we are forry to {ee:{o 
able a champion encounter fo feeble an adverfary.. As to .the 
\charaéter of Mr. Wilkes, we may affirm, that. what is here 
faid of him does no fervice to the caufe in which this author 
has engaged. 

After fome arch ridicule thrown out againft imaginary 
grievances of the Middlefex electors,. he obferves that that 
county, diftinguifhed from the city, has no claim to particular 
confideration; and he thinks that the confinement of Mr. 
Wilkes cannot at all meliorate his morals, nor is it a fuficient 
reafon why he fhould come out of goal a legiflator, .He next 
examines fome of the moft fpecious: arguments for -his eligi- 
bility into parliament, notwithftanding his expulfion. .He ob- . 
ferves thar where there is a poffibility of offence, there fhould 
be a poflibility of punifhment ; and that ‘a member of the 
houfe.of. commons cannot be cited for his condu‘t in parlia- 
ment before any other court; and therefore, if the houfe can- 
not punifh him, he may attack with impunity the rights of the 
people, and the title of the king.’—-Our author’s reafoning 
upon this head, and upon the. powers of the houfe of commons 
is fhrewd and fenfible. As in fome cafes the members of par- 
liament are above the controul of the courts, of law, civil order 
undoubtedly requires that they fhould be under the jurifdiction 
of their refpefiive houfes, that they may not. abufe fuch an ex- 
emption. He then ftates.the cafe of Mr. Wilkes, his expul- 
fion, his incapacitation, his re-eleétion, and the admiffion of 
Mr. Luttrell upon a minority of votes; and according to him 
‘ the. queftion muift be, whether a fmaller number of legal 
votes, fhall not prevail againft a greater number of votes. not 
legal. It muft be confidered, that thofe votes only are legal 
which are legally given; and that thofe only are legally given, 
which are given for a legal candidate.’ 

This we think is a full and a fair ftate of the cafe. Our 
author then examines ‘ whether a man expelled, can be fo 
difqualified by a vote of the houfe, as that he fhall be no lon- 
ger eligible by lawful eletors.? To prove the affirmative of 
this propofition he appeals to the unwritten law of focial 
nature, and to the great and pregnant principle of political 
neceflity.. * If, fays. he, the commons have only the power 
of difmilling for a few days the man whom his:conftituents can 
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immediately fend back, if they can expel but cannot exclude, 
they have nothing more than nominal authority, to which per- 
haps obedience never may be paid.’ 

This writer quotes Mr, Selden as an advocate for the 
power of perpetual difability being lodged in the commons. 
As he does not quote the pafticular paflage of Selden where 
this doétrine is found, we muft fuppofe that he alludes to the 
words of the fpeech of that great man againft Sir Edward 
Sawyer. If that is the paflage in queftion, though we al- 
low it is very pregnant, we cannot think it amounts to the 
power of a perpetual difability, for all that Selden fays is 
** to maintain the privileges of our houfe, we can fine as well 
as the lords. And as they difable lords from fitting there, fo 
we can difable any member of our own houfe from fitting 
here.” After all, it is veny poflible that this writer might have 
had fome other pafiage of Selden in his view, which has not 
come to our knowledge. 

After fome farther reafoning on the fame fubje&, which we 
think conclufive to prove that expulfion infers exclufion, he 
fhews the abfurdity of fuppofing that expulfion is enly a dif- 
miffion of the reprefentative to his conftituents, who may, if 
they think proper, re-ele& and return him to the fame parlia- 
mient. ‘ This, fays our author, (in a ftile which may be 
thought a little lexiphantic,) is plaufible but not cogent. It is 
a fcheme of reprefentation, which would make a {pecious ap- 
pearance in a political romance, but cannot be brought into 
practice. among us, who fee every day the towering head of 
fpeculation bow down unwillingly to grovelling experience.’ 
He then fhews, that * expulfion without exclufion might very 
often be defireable ; fome, for inftance, by the favour of others 
which perhaps they may gratify by the aét which provoked the 
expulficn. In fhort, was that the cafe, none would dread ex- 
pulfion but thofe who bought their eleCtions, and who would 
be obliged to buy them again at a higher price.” He proceeds 
to expote the futility of all arguments drawn from an act of the 
4th and sth of queen Anne, and which means no more than 
a permiffion for the ele&tors to re-chufe thofe members whofe 
feats may be vacated by their accepting a place of profit. He 
examines with great accuracy feveral other arguments that have 
been alledged againft the power of exclufion upon expulfion; 
and, we think, undeniably proves that they all operate di- 
relly againit the re-admiflion of Mr. Wilkes into this parlias 
ment. He then examines the groundlefs alarms that have 
been circulated among the people on this occafion. ‘ Oute 
cries, fays he, uttered by malignity, and ecchoed by folly ; 
general accufations of indeterminate wickednefs, and obfcure 
' hints 
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hints of impoffible defignis, difperfed among thofe that do not 
know their meaning, by thofe that re ig them to be falfe, 
have difpofed part of the nation, though but a fmall part, to 
péefter the court Pewith ridiculous petitions.’ 

We next meet with a very entertaining account of the Pros 

fs of a petition, and the means of obtaining names to it ; 
and our author feems to think that that great engine of | fedi- 
tion has-recoiled upon its authors. ‘ They thought, fays he, 
that the terms they fent were terms of weight, which would 
have amazed all dad ftumbled many ; but the confternation is 
flow over, and their foes ftand upright, as before.’ 

We fhall here take our leave of this writer, who finithes 
his publication by recapitulating the infults and indignities 
that have been offered to the perfon of his majefty; and 
we heartily with that he may prophefy truly as to the inefficacy 
and end of all our public commotions. | 
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14. The Crifis. In An to the Falfe Alarm. Sam, Pr. 1% 
Murray. 


WE have read this publication with great attention, but can- 
not difcern in it the fmalleft effort towards reafonii 

the whole of its argumei.iation amounts to the polite Billing 
gate of, You lie, you lie, you b——h, 


15. dn Addreft to Junius, upon the Subje& of bis Letter in. the 
Public Advertifer, December 19, 1769. 800. 62. Dodfley. 
This writer affeéts to think that Mr. Wilkes is the author of 

the letters figned Junius, and he attacks him in pretty much 
the fame unargumentative manner, which we can by no means 
recommend to our readers. We are, however,’ to obferye, 
that this Addrefs to Junius, is confined to the fubje& of his 
letter in the Public avenite, Dec. 19, 1769. : 


16, An. impartial dan to the Dodtrine delivered in a Leiter, 
awhich appeared in the Public Advertifer, om the 19th of De- 
cember, 1769, under the Signature of Junius, By Charles 
Fearne,. E/g. $vo, 14. Murray. 


The declamation and inveétive of Junius, and his. ‘unargue 
mentative writings, cannot juftify this.author in adopting the 
fame matiner.—Non tali auxilia, 
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17. The Tavelve Lecters of Canana; or the Impropritty-of -peti> - 
tioning the King to diffalve the Parliament,.. 8va, 4s. R. Davis. ' 
Mri Canana tells us, that he has been extremely alert, and 
uncommonly fuccefsful, in proving the impropriety °of the 
late: petitions, and the unworthinefs of thofe who promoted 
them; and ‘ it will, perhaps, fays he, fcarce be credited, but 
it is not the lefs true; that:a perfon unfolicited, and to this 
hour unknown, has publifhed thefe, merely from a love of 
juftice, and from the feelings of humanity,’ © 
We are forry that moft, or all, of thofe letters, having al- 
ready appeared in print, do not ipioperly fall within our ré- 
view. As-to the difintereftednefs. of Mr. ‘Canana’s loyalty, 
it -has been prophetically foretold in ‘Hudibras an hundred 
years: ago: 


‘ For loyalty is ftill the fame 
Whether it win or lofe the game ; 
‘True as the dial to the fun, 
Altho’ it is not fhone upon,’ 


18. A Firft Letter to the Duke of Grafton. 80. Pr. 1s, 6d. Fell, 


There is a remarkable fimilarity of ftile between this 
letter, and that of the letters publithed in the public pa- 
pers under the name of Junius; but a {till greater fimilarity 
as to the matter and manner of handling the fubjeét. Nei- 
ther writer, if they are different authors, pretend to proof 
or argumentation, .. The private amours of. a great ftatef- 
man, which have been acknowledged to-the honour, both 
of his candour and underftanding, and were followed by the 
eft of-all reformations, are dragged into light as impeach- 
ments of his public charaéter; and matters which neither king 
nor minifter could be,concerned in, are drefled up into Philip- 
pics againft both, and fupported at the bottom of every page 
with quotations from thofe of Cicero againft. Marc Antony. 
From the manner of its being printed, ‘and the evidences of 
its inaccuracy, we are tempted to think, that fome book- 
feller has made free with the writing-defk of Junius. 


. Lhe Free Briton’s Supplemental Memorial to the EleGors of the 
aber’ of the Britifth Parliament ; wherein the Origin of Par- 
liaments in Europe, and other interefting Matters, are confidered, 
4to, 13. 64, Williams. 

If we miftake not, we have already reviewed fome of this 
author's ‘pieces*, and we cannot refufe him the encomium of 
being a fincere friend to liberty ; and thatthe Britith nation is 





* See vol. xxviii. p. 380, 
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highly indebted to him for the pains»he has been at to illuf- 
trate, from the Roman and other antient hiftories, ie danger 
fhe is in at prefent. ‘ 


20. The Queftion, ( Whether the Right of the EleGor hath been 
wiolated by ibe RejeGion of Mr. Wilkes, and the Admiffion of Mr, 
Luttrel or not?) examined, ina Letter to John Brown, Ef. 
and its Negative proved, from the Nature of the Conftitution, 
8vo. 1s. Bladon, ’ 


The reader in this publication will find many fenfible srgn- 
ments for preferring the 296 votes in favour of colonel Lut- 
trell, to. the 1146 for Mr. Wilkes ; for, fays he, it is not the 
umber of votes, but the number of proper votes that in this 
cafe muft prevail on the comparifon, The reader will find fe- 
veral other very fhrewd obfervations advanced on the fame 
fide of the queftion by this writer, who fubfcribes himfelf 
Thomas Stevens. 


21. The Decifive Trial; or the Proceedings in the Court of Common 
Senfe, in the great Caufe between the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights and the Petitioners of Middlefex, London, aad Surry, 
Plaintiff:; and the prefent Adminifiration, Defendants. 8u0. Pr, 
ys.6¢, ‘T. Payne. 


This publication is not without its.merit. The patrons of 
the petitions for a diffolution of parliament are fuppofed to be 
plantiffs, and the minifterial party, defendants; The judges 
are, lord chief juftice Reafon, lord chief . baron Candour, «and 
Mr. Juftice Right. . Pleadings are heard on both fides, and 
the fum of what the plantiffs contend for is, that the pre- 
fent adminiftration is ignorant, corrupt, weak, inconfiftent, 
wicked, odious, detefted, tyrannical, oppreffive, contemptible, 
and dangerous. This charge is fupported with fome humour 
from the words of the petitions, till the court calls for Mr. 
Accufer-general, who is council for the plaintiffs, for his records, 
which he accordingly produces under the following title. 

‘© A catalogue of many original, valuable, and authentic 
records, which have been colleéed at very great pains arid ex- 
pence, to prove the feveral charges of high crimes and mifde- 
mneanours. againft the prefent adminiftration,” 


‘ The Catalogue itfelf is briefly this ;? 


«© The Daily Gazetteer, 
«¢ The Public Advertifer, 
‘* The Public Ledger, 

«« The St. James’s Chronicle, 
s* The London Chronicle, 
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‘* The London Evening Poft; 

*« Lloyd’s Evening Poft, 

«« Baldwin’s Weekly Journal, 

** The Middlefex fournal, &c. &e. &c.” 


“* Together with fome hand-bills and papers not generally 
known, which have been printed for the benefit and inftruc- 
tion of the good people of Great Britain, from the month of 
April 1768, to the prefent time inclufive.” 

The decifion of the court, after hearing both parties, is 
as follows. 

* It is the opinion of this court, that no part of the charge 
againft the DerzNpants has been proved, by any argument 
or evidence, ‘adduced by the Piantirrs; that the watrer of 
the PetTirions proves nothing againft the Derenpanrts ; that 
the prayer of themis unconsTiTUTIONAL ; atid that a grownd- 
hfs profecution, conduéted with fo much wvebemence and acri- 
mony, leaves an impreffion in favour of the DerenpanTs, as ‘it 
proves no more, than that they have enemies, who are become 
fo, from fome caufe or motive, FOREIGN to their CHARACTER 
and PUBLIC CONDUCT.” 


22. A Defence of the Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons in the 
Middlefex Ele@ion. In which are confidered two late Pam- 
pblets, viz. ** The Sentiments of an Englith Freeholder om she 
late Decifion of the Middlefex EwGion,” And ‘* An Effay on the 
Middlefex Ele@ion.” By the Author of the Anfwer to the Quef- 
tion flated. 480. Pr. as.6d. Wilkie. 


We have already reviewed the two pamphlets that have given 
rife to this publication*. A late decifion in_an auguft af- 
fembly in favour of the fide which this writer efpoufes, we are 
afraid will no more be final in preventing heats both within 
and without doors than his arguments ; though it muft be ac- 
knowledged they are very conclufive, and contain full anfwers 
to the pamphlets he attacks. In reply to the author of the 
Sentiments the author lays down the following political prin- 
ciples as his parliamentery creed. 

¢ The law of parliament, founded upon the ufage of par- 
liament, is tinder no conftitutional controul, but that of the fu- 
preme legiflative power; and when declared in any particular 
inftance by a refolution of either houfe of parliament, is as bind- 
ing upon every fubject, as any other branch ef the law of the 
land, declared by any other court of judicature, in a cafe of 
which it has competent jurifdittion, 





* See vol. xxviii. Py 362, & : ibid, Pp. 455> | 
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« The judicature of the houfe of commons is without appeal, 
and without controul, in all matters that. come within its ju- 
rifdiation, whether civil, or criminal, that is, in all matters of 
election, and ever its own members as fuch. Whether it be 
Jole and exclufive in the Satter cafe, is of noconfequence. I af- 
fert that-its judgments in both cafes are‘ dernier, It is. very 
obliging in this-gentleman to remind us, that the houfe of: 
commons have no claim to infallibility; and that their deci- 
fions are ftill to be tried at the tribunal of reajor, natural ju/tice, 
and commen fenfe. So too he will allow, may the judgments of 
every court. So alfo may the a&ts of the whole legiflature. 
But, 1 fancy, out author will be hard put to it, to find even 
the form of a writ of error, from the determination,of the houfe 
of commons in either of the above cafes, or indeed in any cafe. 
If he fucceeds in this fearch, I will engage to find him, in re~ 
turn, writs of the fame kindy from judgments of the peers, ia 
cafes of appeal, and even fram aéts of parliament. The le- 
giflatare may, doubtlefs, at any time, limit the jurifdiaion of. 
either houfe, or alter their rales of proceeding. Still however 
the judicature itfelf, till it is rendered otherwife by the fupreme 
authority, is, as I faid before, without appeal, and without 
controul.’ 

This author next attacks the Effay on the Middlefex Bleaion, 
who contends that thegeneral power of expulfion, as claimed and 
exercifed by the houfe, is inconfiftent with the knowa eftablithed. 
conflitution of government in Great Britain. 

¢ | cannot fee, fays this author, that the power of wipulne 
is in any fenfe a power againft rhe people. It is ftrifly a power 
of the whole body of the houfe againft every particular member 
of it. The general exercile of this power is clearly in favour 
both of the people, and of the particular conftiruents of the 
expelled member. The latter have thereby an opportunity, 
which they could not otherwife have, of ele&ing a worthier re- 
prefentative; and the people will reap the benefit of fuch a 
choice. The freeholders of Middlefex have indeed thruft them- 
felves into the prefent difpute, as a kind of feconds to their ex- 
pelled member. They took up his caufe, and abetted his 
crimes. ‘Nay, they have affumed to be judges, as well as par- 
ties in this conteft. But by what right do the freeholders of 
Middlefex call themfelves the people of England? By what au- 
thority do the whole body of ele&tors affume that name ? They 
are not the thoufandth part of the fubjeéts of this realm. The 
conflitution has entrufted them with the power of ele&ting what 
perfons they pleafe, qualified to be elected. ‘Here their troft 
ends. Let them be fatisfied with it. Let them difcharge it as 
they ought. The conftitution has not left i it to them to judge 
whe 
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who are thus qualified. It has entrufted this power, we think, 
in fafer hands. . And we too, though perhaps neither freehol- 
ders nor burgeffes, are of the people.’ 

‘ Our bounds do not admit of following this elaborate and 
accurate writer through all the reafoning. and arguments with 
which he fupports the above opinion, .and therefore we are 
obkiged to refer the reader to the performance itélf. 


23. A Poffcritt to the Effay on the Middlefex Elion. 8v0. Pr. 
64. . White. 


Laft month we exprefied our approbation of the ingenious 
performance, to which we are. now favoured with a poft{cript, 
by the fame hand, 

Here the author unfolds more, at large, certain principles, 
which from the compreffed form they were delivered in, might 
be liable to mifreprefentation. New matter alfo feems to arife 
from a clofer difcuffion of his fubje&, which gives birth. to 
fome very pertinent diftinétions and ingenious illuftrations. 

With the Poftfcript is delivered a Joofe half theet, containing 
the wriier’s reply to the author.of a Defence of the Proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons, ‘This we regard as the beft commentary 
upon certain paflages which have been mifunderftood of the Ef- 
fay on the power of expulfion ; and fhall therefore give it a 
place in our Review, in hopes .of. preferving it from the too 
common fate that. awaits the beft pieces carelefsly written upon 


fugitive {craps of paper. 
“To the Author of a’ Defence of the Proceedings of the Houft of 


Commons, &c. 
SIR, Saturday, Fan. 6. 


‘ I laft night perufed your pamphlet, in which you fay, my 
Effay was put into your hands while you were writing, &c. 
Fiad not your thoughts been otherwife employed, you might 
poffibly have uz derfiood what youread; for I cannot fufpe& a 
gentleman of your rank to be capable of wilful mifreprefenta- 
tion. WhenI am fpeaking of the a ithority of precedents, 
you mifapprehend my meaning, or you would not have charged 
me with maintaining that the Aoufe of commons, as a judicatare 
without appeal, ought not to be governed by precedents. I {aid, 
«« In the exerci/e of acknowledged powers, efpecially the judi- 
cial, thefe are juitly allowed the greateft authority.” See rea- 
fons for this, page 31. et jparfm. But that any body of men 
afluming a power, without drawing the attention of thofe whofe 
rights might be thereby affected, cannot, by fuch ufurpation, 
gain a legal title to fuch power. ‘The houfe of commons fre- 


quently applied by humble petition to queen Elizabeth, for the 
2° "” ~ releafe 
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releafe of. members imprifoned for: words fpoken in thevhoufe : 
nay; the form of requefting freedom of fpeech, as avfavour 
from the crown,. is -itill continued. But: will any man main- 
tain, that this imprifonment of a member: was an exertion of 
legal power?-This a much ftronger cafe ;, for here the people, 
by their reprefentatives, acquiefced and fabmnitied to the claim, 
when.all its confequences were feen, 
_-* You will be;fingular, in not underftanding what I mean 
by legiflative power... It.is the governing quill of the commu- 
nity, which makes or alters laws, . The judicial. power explains 
and applies: thefe laws to particular cafes; or/in a new) cafe, 
not exprefsly provided for, decides, upon analogous reafoning. 
My grand objection to the power of expulfion, is, that, in-the 
exercife of this pretended power, the houfe. of commons make 
a.law for.each particular object, at, the «wuil/ of a majority ; 
which, to my apprehenfion, would be rather an arbitrary act, 
even in the whole legiflature. Whether this be juft or not, 
your, diftin&tion between legiflative and judicial power is; ridi~ 
culous.. Many fubordinate legiflatures exift ‘in the- feveral 
towns.of the kingdom., Every power which is not fupreme, 
cannot be therefore judicial, or negatively not legiflative.. What 
if I fhould affirm, that no exifting power in any. ftate is, pro- 
perly fpeaking, /upreme ? Even the authority of parliament is 
fubordinate to the fundamental conftitution of the eftablifhed 
government, . They.can make laws, but not legiflators. .Par- 
liament cannnot grant to the houfe of commons a power.of 
expulfion in the extent contended for, becaufe it is inconfiftent 
with the judicial power, which they already poffefs. . For if 
they can expel whom they pleafe, they may declare the confe- 
quence to be eat they pleafe ; and are completely abfolute, 
Such an a& would be a renunciation of the truft repofedsin 
parliament, but could, not operate to fubmit the rights of the 
people to the will of any body of men. Men cannot be tranf- 
ferred from hand to hand, like a flock of theep, . Neither does 
the acquiefcence of the legiflature always make law, otherwife 
any one branch thereof, pefifing an abfolute negative, might. en- 
joy what power. it’s members were pleafed to aflume. »None 
can judge between this branch of the legiflature and the people; 
becaufe none are fuperior i in the ftate. Oppofition muft at firft 
be made. by, remonftrance; and.in this the people have fome- 
times fupported the lords againtt their own reprefentatives, , in 
defence of the.conftitution. If thefe means fail, the.conteft 
can.only be decided by an appeal tothe God of Battles, By 
what authority was James II. expelled from his throne? No 
written law exifted upon this fubje&. . No fuperior entitled.to 
judge. between him and his people. He.affumed. the legifla- 
tive 
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tive power, and thereby broke the original compact; or, in 
other words, the fundamental laws, from which alone all ri 
to power muft be derived. He was, therefore, juftly depofed. 
We cannot doubt but our king, whofe anceftors obtained the 
crown in confequence of fuch a revolution, will join his peopte 
in refifting every attempt of an houfe of commons to aflume 
legiflative power to themfclves. The power of diffolving par- 
liaments is the means entrafted in his hands for this purpole ; 
and, to doubt his exertion of fuch right, if the obftinacy of 
any body of men fhould render this neceflary, would be a de- 
gree of guilt little fhort of treafon to the houfe of Hanover. 

¢ My Effay was haftily written, and publithed with little 
correction; J, neverthelefs, find that (mifreprefentation re- 
moved) there is but one argument in your pamphlet, on the 
head of expulfion, which has not there received an anfwer. 
The power of expulfion in corporations did not efeape me 3 
but I avoided mentioning what was obvioufly inapplicable. I 
might fay that corporation law was eftablifhed, when the 
crown exercifed a legiflative power in almoft every part of go-. 
vernment ; when opinions of judges were eafily procured to 
fanctify an arbitrary a& by legal forms; when ail foreign 
commerce was abandoned to the wil of the crown; when the 
idea, that a legiflative power over others than their own mem- 
bers might be derived to corporations by a grant from the crown 
was adopted by parliament, who enadted in the roth year of 
Henry VII. ** That no trading company fhali make bye-laws, 
which may affe& the common profit of the people, unlefs they 
be approved by the chancellor, treafurer, and chief juftices, 
or the juftices of affize in their circuits.” All thefe arguments 
I thall not infift upon, for this of corperations is the very in- 
ftance I fhould have chofen to illuftrate all my principles. The 
member is always expelled by the body which poflefles the le- 
giflative power in that community, from the confent of all the 
members exprefled by voluntarily becoming fuch, or, in new 
corporations, by an acceptance of the charter. "This: power 
generally refides in the body at large. In either cafe it is ex- 
adily analogous to a bill of banifhment, which I believe you 
wilt not pretend the houfe of commons could enact by their 
Jole authority. 

* This exercife of legiflation by bodies corporate, after the 
defignation of a particular obje&t, has been found from expe- 
rience to be fo liable to abufe, that the court of King’s Bench 
has, with the general approbation of the kingdom, affumed a 
power of commanding by writ the re-admiffion of members 
expelled ; and has, by repeated adjudications, reduced this 
claim to a mere power of declaring a forfeiture-of the fran- 
i chife 
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thife at common law fubje& to the revifal of a fapertor tri- 
unal. 

¢ There is yet an affertion, net an. argument, which may de- 
ferve attention. You fay, whether a power to fend an offend- 
ing member back to his conftituents, for them cither to con- 
firm or reprobate their former choice, may not be proper 
véfted in’ the houfe of commons, cannot be ferioufly pis Nh 
It involves a degree of ridicule, not to be expreffed. - Good 
Sir! be not outrageoufly wife. ‘The principle has already been 
adopted by parliament. Decency, therefore, requires we 
fhould be moderate in our comments. This would be nothing 
imore, than a power in the houfe of commons to do in parti- 
tilar cafes, what the legiflature has done ‘refpedting a general 
clafs of men. By the place-bill, parliament has declared, that 
the acceptance of certain offices may make fuch a change i in 
the member, that the people may no longer choofe to traft 
him: that’ therefore they ought to proceed to a new eledtion, 
This aé fuppofes thé right of choice in the’ people. If the 
power of expulfion is confidered as a right of election in the re- 
prefentative body, who all or feall not fit among them; if the 
people muft be contented with a conge d’ elire, then indeed fucth 
2 limitation would be truly ridiculous. But perhaps you will 
not affirm this to be the fpirit of our conftitdtion. For my 
own part, I fiall be perfeétly fatisfied to fee the pretended 
power wholly abolithed, and the people governed. by gensral, 


equal laws.’ Tue AUTHOR, 


24. Letter to 9 Dr. Blaéckftone; by the Author of the Quefion fated. 
Sve. Pr. is. bd. Weoodfall. 


Prefixed to this publication is a repiiblication of Dr. Black- 
ftone’s letter to the author of the Queftion | ftated, which we 
have alréady reviewed*, The author of the reply before us 
has been confidered as one of the main champions for the ree 
eligibility of Mr. Wilkes after his exptilfion, and therefore we. 
look tipon his performance as the me plus ultra on that fide of 
the queftion. We cannot, however, help obferving, that the 
author’ S reafoning is confined to Dr. Blackftone’s works ; an 
that he has paid no regard to many ftrong arguments advance 
Aagainft his fyitem by other writers, whofe piéces we have re- 
viewed. 

This writer’s firft attempt is to feparate the two ideas of j ju- 
rifdidion and legiflation ; becaufe without fuch feparation no 
rational conception of the prefent queftion can be formed. 





* See Vol. xxviii. p. 70s 
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66 MonTruHiry €CaTatocuve. 


‘ That itis effential, fays he, to every court of law which 6 
competent to try a caufe, to adjudge and declare what the law 
is, relating to the cauje under trial; and that the judgment 
of fuch court is binding until it is reverfed ; that the houfe of 
¢ommons being the court competent to try every cafe relative 
to the election and qualification of members; what the houfe 
ADJuDGEs and pecLares to be law, in Fact, becomes law ; 
and as there lies no appeal to any other court, to reverfe their 
judgment, thar judgment muft abfolutely ftand as law.—Then 
let me afk, if the effect of that judgment is altering the o/d, or 
making a mew law, what is it but legiflation ?? 

We are afraid that this writer is here a little defedtive in- pre- 
cifion, by fuppofing the houfe of commons to be a court of 
law ; but we have not room to inveftigate this queftion, nor do 
we in the leaft intend to be parties in this cifpute. ‘ In cafes 
of ele&tion, fays he, members of parliament are as mere judges 
as thofe of Weftminfter-hall.’—-Is there no fallacy here ?—-The 
judges in Weftminiter-hall try cafes of property; that of an 
eletion is of a very different nature. The legiflation of the 
houfe of commons is no more than a precedent ; and though it 
may be afterwards quoted, it binds no longer than the duration 
of one parliament, and in fome cafes of one fellion, But how 
does the cafe ftand even in Weitminiter-hall ?—We apprehend 
that if a man was to bring an aétion there in dire& violation of 
arule of court, he muft be. nonfuited. The houfe of com- 
mons madea rule, if we may call it fo, that Mr. Wilkes was 
not eligible during the feflion of parliament, and therefore the 
petitions were rejecied for difregarding that rule—Are not the 
cafes fimilar by this writer’s own ftate of the queftion ? 

Weare of opinion, that there is no difference between a legal 
and a parliamentary right, and that the authors on both fides 
have been a little too profufe in quoting modern authorities, 
If aéts of parliament fhould be found contradiftory one to anoe 
ther, why not opinion and precedents, which are no more than 
the cfects of opinions too often influenced by party  confiderae 
tions, Lethe fame? 

This author afferts the freeholder’s right to be a common 
law, and he thinks it confeguential, that the maxims to try 
that right muft alfo be a common law. This fentiment is not 
extremely perfpicuous. ‘The maxims of a law is the law it- 
felf, otherwife the words mean nothing. .In treating of the 
three clafles of difabilities, minors, traitors, and felons, Dr, 
Blackftone fays, that though a minor was incapacitated at all 
times from fitting in cither houfe of parliament by the law and 
cuftom cf parliament, yet that incapacity is exprefly-declared 
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by the ftatute of the 7th and 8th of William III. with regard 
to the houfe of commons, 

‘ The difference, fays our author, ‘between thefe two great 
authors is, that Sir Edw, Coke does not mention ‘* the law 
and cuftom of parliament,” which words are added by doétor 
Blackftone. But as there was no ftatute in Sir Edw. Coke’s 
time ; nor has ever been any vote concerning minors, we have 
Sir Edw. Coke’s authority at leaft, that the difability of minors, 
was originally at common law. Take it in doctor Blackftone’s 
words, that they were incapacitated by the law and cuftom of 
parliament ; ftill, as the incapacity exifted defore the ftatute, 
and as there is no vote concerning minors—on what ground 
is it poflible for the doctor to fix this law and cuftom of par- 
liament, but merely upon the law of the land ?? 

This laft is a very odd queftion, and admits of a very éafy 
reply. It may be fixed upon the law of common fenfe, which 
is, or ought to be, the fame with the law of the land. There 
might be at that time reafons for fuch a parliamentary decree. 
The civil law fuppofed, as well as our law, incapacities of 
minors, but the judges difpenfed with thofe incapacities when 
a minor’s fhrewdnefs made amends for defect of years. The 
law of England requited greater precifion. No pretence of a 
precox ingenium, a maturity of underftanding, or an appearance 
of manhood, which was often the cafe, was to {muggle a mi- 
nor into either houfe of parliament, which, by Sir Edward 
Coke’s teftimony, was frequently the cafe. 

This writer, in examining the Journals, is bold to affirm, 
* that they do not warrant the aflertion of any incapacity, being 
founded merely on a vote of the houfe of commons; on the 
contrary, every incapacity recorded in thofe Journals, appears 
to have previoufly exifted in common-law, and the votes are 
_ merely declaratory of that common law.’ To. prove this, 
he mentions the cafe of Mr. Steward, in 1623, @ Scotchman, 
who was not naturalized an Englifiman, but réturned to par- 
liament ; upon which the eleftion was refolved to. be void in 
_law. The refolution was very proper, and yet direétly in the 
teeth of our author’s affertion ; it appears in that very cafe, 
that the houfe of commons thought themfelves at liberty to 
difpenfe with the common law, in the cafes of Levinus Muncke, 
and Horatio Palevicyne, who, though not naturalized, had 
been fmuggled into the houfe, and fuffered to keep their feats. 
With what confiftency then can this gentleman fay, ‘ in clear 
and ftrong terms then did the houfé, on this occafion, dif- 
avow the power of adjudging a déenifon ewer whom the 
law bas made incapable.’ 
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* Sir Edward: Coke, continties hé, réjefted the aathority of 
thofe precedents as not being confortiable to law!’—But we 
have, imour Own tinies feen thé diQuin of ajudge,. fuperiot to 
that of Sir Edward Coke, difapgreed to by both houfes of par- 
liantent; and it is very plain that the howfe had no-regard to 
Sir Edward Coke’s opinion ifi this cafe. We fhall here juft put 
this' writer in-imiind, that at the time when this precedent hap- 
pened" the houfé of comtrions was*very much out’ of humour 
with the Scotch natibn in genéral ; and that the affair was 
there party: work, appears from the fate of the precedent: ithlf. 
We have not room 'to follow this author through his other ob- 
fervatioris uporl Dr. Blackftone’s Letter, many of which aré very 
fevere upon the précéedings of the houfe of commens in the 
cafe of the Midiefex eleién, which he may have a privilege 
to tréat with greater freedom thar we dare affume. : 


26. Gentine Copies of all the Letters which have pafid Bataan the 
right bon. the Lord Chancellor, and the Sheriffs of London and 
Middlefex, and berastin' the Sheriffs and the Secretary of State, 
rtlative to the Bxecution of Doyle and Valine. 8voi is. R. Davis 


How greatly is the public of England obliged to: thei patri- 
otic fheriffs of London .and Middlefex; for difcovering. the 
hore than giinpowder-treafon, in exchanging,»by, his: majefty’s 
command, the place of executing. two condeinned felons, who 
had been guilty of crimes that rendered them peculiar obje@s 
of public jiftice, and required an exemplary punifhment, by 
thei’ beiig:executed, near the place where their crimes were 
committed! As evéry neéws-papemhas rung» peals of praifes 
and thankfgiving for this: valuable: detection, it would-be quite 
fuperfluous, if not impertinent in us; to fay any thing. more 
upon the fubjec. 


26. An Appeal to the World ; or a Vindication of the Town of Bof« 
tun, from many falfe and malicious A/perfions. 8v0. 1s. Aimon. 


Some of our readers, perliaps, may think that we have al- 
Teady beftowed too much attention on this fubjeét * ;. and as 
this appeal contains nothing. new, but frefh declamation, we 
muft refer the reader to the publications we have already re= 
viewed on: the fame fubjecis, efpecially asthe matter is now im 
dependence before a high tribunal, and probably will be car- 
ried before a ftill higher. 


ete 
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* See Vol. xviii, p. 283, et paflim. 
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a7- Bricf Confiderations on the Expediency of a Plan for a Corps of . 
Light’ T roops; to be employed on detached Service, in the Eaft-In- 
dies: ‘By a late Officer of Cavalry o on tbe. Coa of Coromandel. 
Sve. Pras. Becket. 


The event of our late military operations on the coaft of 
Coromandel, manifefts the expediency of cavalry in India. 
But whether the company can poflibly adopt. our author’s, plan, 
appears to us a matter not eafily to be determined. Many 
réafonable objeGions againft European light cavalry have been 
urged. Experience has fhewn the intolerable expence incurred , 
by the eftablifhment of a fmall corps, not exceeding feventy 
men, in Bengal. Their utility not being found'to ieapestinb 
the charge, they were reduced by lord Clive ; and we are: well 
informed, that a-battalion of fepoys is maintained ‘at lefs ‘ex- 
pence. The nature of the climate, and of the.fetvice for 
which this corps is deftined, {eem, however, the great abjece 
tions to European light horfe, Perhaps it. might be an im- 
provement on our author’s plan, ‘that natives of the country, 
with Britifh officers, feijeants, drums, and corporals, | were, 
fubftituted in the room of European foldiers, 


28. A Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock, Containing a 
brief Relation of the Negotiations with Government, from the 
Year 1767, tothe prefent Time ; re/pecting the Company’s Acqui- 
ftions in India, Ge. Bu. Pr. ts, White. 


The fenfible writer of this accurate and candid narrative of 
recent faéts, points out to the proprietors of East India ftock, 
the choice they ought to make of direétors at the enfuing olor: 
tion. The conduét of the leaders in the late tranfactions with 
government is ftrongly contrafted, and every fa& fo clearly 
explained, and. notorioufly known, that the independent pro- 
prietor cannot be at a lof where to place.his confidence. 


29. 4 Review of the Condu& of Pafcal Paoli, Addrefid to the 
Right Honourable William Beckford, Efq. Lord- Mayor of the 
City of London, 8vo. Pr. 1s. Bladom — © 
This pamphlet has all the appearance of a catch-penny, 

great part of it being reprinted from the public papers. The 
beft fervice that can be done to the Corfican chief is to let. 
him, his aétions, and character reft in quiet. 


30. 4 Political Romance, addrefid to : ER. of York, 
s2mo.. Pr. 1s. Murdoch. : 

This Political Romance is certainly a mifnomer, and the 
true title of it ought to be the York Races. That fuch ati 
embryo might drop from the author of Triftram Shandy is not 
improbable, from its manner ; but it cam never. be in the leaft 
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entertaining to any reader, who is not perfeéily acquainted 
with the ecclefiaftical fquabbles about fome preferment in 
Yorkhhire. In fhort, if the whole is not an impofition, we 
will venture to fay, that it never was intended to appear out 
of the circle of a few friends to the author, in the neighbour- 
hood of the place, where the difpute happened ‘ about an 
old pair of caft black pluth-breeches, which (fays the author) 
John, our parifh clerk, about ten years ago, it feems, had 
made a promife of toone Trim, who is our fexton and dog- 
whipper.’ 


31. RefleBions on the various Advantages refulting from the drain” 
ing, inclofing, and allotting of large Commons, and Common Fields. 
By W. Pennington, 8vo. Pr. 15. 6¢, White. 


Though we do not pretend to be competent judges of the 
fubje&t of this pamphlet, yet every reader muft perceive that 
it is written in a mafterly ftile, and with an uncommon force 
of reafoning. 


32. Confiderations on the Exportaticn of Corn: wherein the princi- 
pal Arguments produced in favour ef the Bounty are anfwered: 
and the Inferences commonly drawn from the Eton Regifier are 
dilproved, To which are added, fome Remarks on the Expediency 
of felling Corn by Weight, and not by Meafure. 8vo. Pr. 15, 
6d. White. 


This publication is penned with art, addrefs, and fpirit, 
and no doubt will meet with an anfwer.from the patrons of 
the bounty upon corn. ‘ If we are (fays the author) aecufed 
of attempting innovations, we difavow the charge. We ap- 
peal to the experience of paft times, when wheat and malt 
were cheaper on an average than they have been fince the 
bounty. It is not our purpofe to difcourage tillage by deftroy- 
ing fo ufeful.a branch of commerce ‘as the corn-trade. On 
the contrary, we propofe it fhould be free ; but let it be left 
to its natural courfe, neither ‘reftrained by duties, nor forced 
by abounty. If we muft give premiums, our manufaétures 
have the beft right to that indulgence, which, being the only 
true fupports of induftry and population, muft raife or lower 
the value of land in proportion as they flourith or decay,” 


33, 4 new Hiffory of Scotland 3 from the earlief? Accounts to the 
prefent Time. By John Belfour. .12m0. ‘Pr. 3s. 6d. Dilly.” 


This is fuch a hiftory of Scotland as may be formed from a 
copious index of a larger performance of the fame kind. Whe- 
ther fuch a perfon as John Belfour exifts, is of no importance, 
The author, in his account of Mary queen ‘of Scots, the Refore 
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mation in Scotland, Charles the Firft, and his condué in Scot- 
jand; and various other paflages, point him out, whoever 
he is, to be a ftaunch prefbyterian; not to mention his in- 
veétives againft archbifhop Sharp, who was molt infamoufly 
murdered by that party. ‘The publication itfelf is fo fu- 
perficial, that we can fcarcely look upon it as an object of hifto- 
rical criticifm. 


34. The Court of Alexander. An Opera. In twe A&s. As it 
is performed at the Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. 8vve. 
Pr. is. Waller. 


In this piece Mr. G. A. Stevens, {author of the Le&ture on 
Heads, a produétion univerfally approved by the good people of 
thefe kingdoms) direéts his humour, of which’ he is allowed to 
pofiefs a great fhare, againft the abfurd tafte which ftill prevails 
for ferious Italian operas. For this purpofe, he introduces great 
perfonages fpeaking low and abfurd dialogue, to fine mufick. 

As a fpecimen of the author’s talents for this droll manner 
ef writing, we fhall feleé& his defcription of Orpheus. 


‘ Orpheus was mufick-mafter to the woods, 
Gave groves a gamut, put in tune the floods ; 
He made tall trees a minuet-ftep advance in, 
Taught hedges hornpipes, fhrubberies country-dancing ; 
For every reptile he had fongs and jigs, 
And fymphonies compos’d for Guinea pigs. 
For weazles and rats, 
He had both fharps and flats, 
- For dogs barking Largo and Affetto; - 
From the grinding of knives, 
And the fcolding of wives, 
He compos’d a Difmallo Duetto, 
He made of frogs croaks, 
And the kawing of rooks, 
And cats caterwawling, Arpegios : 
Found in D, that cocks crow, 
Bulls found G, below, 
And facking pigs fqueak out Adagios.’ 


35. The Sulian: or, Love and Fame. A mew Tragedy. As a&ed 
at the {beatre- Royal in the Hay-Market. 8v. Pr. 15. 6d. 
Bell. 


- ‘This performance is built upon a noted event in the Turkith 
hiftory, which has been greatly embellifhed and mifrepre- 
fented by novellifts. It contains many lines and fentiments 
that would not difgrace the beft of. our modern tragedies ; 
and if prefented on a French. ftage, for which it is entirely 
F4 calcu- 
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calculated, it may very poffibly, as the faying is, pafs mutes, 
with applaufe. The cloathing fo high a fpirited prince as 
Ofman was, in the habit of a fneaking dervife, is improper. 
In other refpects, the characters are not ill fupported; but 
we believe the piece itfelf never could fucceed on an Englith, 
theatre. 


36. The Rider ; or the Humours of an Inn; a Farce of Two Aas: 
as it has been a@ed with general Approbation, and was intended 
Sor the Theatres in London, 8ve, Pr. is. Nicol. 


This is the produétion of fome author whois run theatrically 
mad, 


37+ Poems om feveral Subje&s. In two Vols. By John Ogilvie, 
D. D. 8wvo. Pr. t9s. 6d, Pearch. 


Thefe two volumes contain an Effay on the Lyric Poetry of 
the Ancients ; the Day of Judgment, a Poem ; Odes to Mex 
lancholy, the Genius of Shakefpeare, Time, Sleep, Evening 
Innocence ; Providence, a poem; Solitude, or the Elyfium of 
the Poets, a Vifion; Paradife, a Poem ; an olian Ode ; 3 
and about feventeen other pieces of lefs importance. 

In this ¢dition, the author has enlarged his cyitique on lyric 
poetry, with obfervations on fome fragments of antiquity, 
which had not fallen into his hands when that Effay was firft 
written. In the poem intitled Providence, he has made feve- 
ral correflions, and improved the argument, particularly in 
the fecond book, where it was defective, by entering into a 
detail of fome length. 

~ Several of the pieces in this colleGtion have not been printed 
before: but thefe are of the more inconfiderable’ kind. The 
capital produétions, fuch as, The Day of Judgment, Provi- 
dence, Sclitude, Paradife, &c. have been already mentioned in 
our Review, and are fo well known, that it would be fuperfluous 
in us to detain our readers with a longer article on this gc- 
¢afion. 


38. Fables for Grown Gentlemen: for the Year 1770. 410. Br. 
zs. Dodfley. pe 


Whoever has read Dryden’s, Swift’s, Prior’s, and Gay’s per- 
formances, in fable, muft have obferved the keen fatire, and 
ftriking moral; which every tale contains ; not to mention its 
pleafing harmony of numbers. We do not remember that 
party, or temporary Billingfgate, ever entered into thofe maf- 
terly compofitions. They are generally direéted againit foibles, 
levities, or vices. Even Gay’s difappointments at court never 

provokes him beyond the Hare with many Friends, and.is ap- 
plicable ¢ to numerous cafes that happen every day. Our fabu- 
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Jit i is a kind of a Drawcanfir. He treats of politics, . 
fhire petitions, Middlefex elections ; and in one of his fables” 
he even abufes the eviewers. His verfification i is uncommon 
affected ; and the merit of his performance may ‘be feen by 
the following fpecimen, with which our teaders mutt ‘depart 
wonderfully pleafed and improved. 
q Let. him alone ; he’s a Reviewer, 
' By fuch vile trath he gets his bread ; 
And for that reafon, Soyex feur, 
He well deferves a broken head, 
A flea out of a blanket thaken, 
A bloody- minded finner, 
Upon a taylor’s neck was taken, 
Marauding for a dinner. 
The flea attempted a defence, 
The damage was fo ‘{mall, j 
That the offence ion 
Was next to none, or none at all ; 
And furthermore, to fave his life, : 
Pleaded his children, and poor wife. 
That’s nat the cafe, the'judge re 7 
The harm is fmall, ’tis not deny’ 
You did your worft, and had your fill 5 
Die then, faid he, 
Unrighteous flea, 
Not for the deed, but for the will.’ 


Before we difmifs this poet, we muft obferve, that he is not 
only fabulous, but oracular ; and it would puzzle the beft 
head in England to find out the fmalleft’ meaning in many ‘of 


his poems. 


39. I be Auion, @ Pam: a familiar Epifle to a Friend, Bee 
4to. 25 Kearfly, 


While we allow that this writer’s manner is eafy, and his 
verfification fmooth, we can by no means find out the cui done 
of his poem, or what purpofe it is intended to ferve. The 
god of filence furely is a very ftrange kind of gueft in an 
4uGtion-room, and a very improper retailer of Mr. L—~—d’s 
fmall talk, and that of his company. “The unprovoked abufe 
thrown out againft the noble’ head of the law, two great 
dukes, and fome other perfons of diftinétion, defeats the end 
of his fatire, where it is juft and happily aimed, as it is in 
fome paflages of the poem. ‘The whole, however, is written 
with too great a fhare of ridicule and:farcafm, eyer to produce 
the ends of amendment and reformation. 


4 40. The 
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4o. The Cobler’s End. A Tale. Addrefed to a Friend. By 
Solomon Partridge, Junior. 8v0. Pr. is. Fell. 


This is intended as a moral tale, and contains the ftory of 
honeft cobler Crifp and his wife, who were fo happy and con- 
tented a pair, that their landlord at his death left them soo 1. 
ayear. This generous legacy ruined them. They left their 
trade, came up to London, fell into the hands of fharpers, 
and died not worth a fhilling, in madnefs and defpair. The 
author, in a few paffages difcovers fome humour, but his 
rhimes are often intolerable-—Dumé and tongue—interven’d and 
feem’d—game and again—undone and fome, and the like, which 
are very difagreeable in a poem: where the harmony of the 
rhimes often conftitute one of its chief beauties. 


48. An Elegy on a moft excellent Man, and much lamented Friend, 
Folio, Pr. 1s. Walter. 


The merit of this performance lies in delineating an ami- 
able character, and exprefling the language of the heart with 
an eafy, natural fimplicity, 


42. An Elegy om the unexpe&ed Death of an excellent Phyfician, the 
juftly admired John Martin Butt, M.D. Inferibed to bis af- 
fied family, By a fincere Mourner. Folio. Pr. 1s. Walter. 


The charaéter of the foregoing. elegy may be applied to 
this compofition. Both of them are offerings at the thrine of 
friendfhip, by a lady; who, on former occafions, has appeared 
with reputation in the commonwealth of letters, 


43- 4 Letter to ihe Authors of the Monthly phen ine Bue. Pr, 
rs. Fiexney. 


The treatife intitled, Explanations of fome difficult Texts 
im the New Teftament, was cenfured with great feverity by 
the Monthly Reviewers, In this Letter, the author endea- 
vours to fhew, rhat there is neither ingenuity nor candor in 
their criticifms on his performance. We do not apprehend, 
shat his remonfirance will be th@a@ght very interefting by the 
generality of readers, who are not concerned in this difpute ; 
but it is written with temper, and will do him no difcredit as 
an author. Our readers will find a very particular, and we 
hope an impartial account of the work in queftion, in our 
Review for September, 1769. 

44. Protefant Armour: or the Church of England Man’s Defence 
' again? the open Attacks and artful Infinuations of Popifh Delufion. 
vo. Pr. 4s. . Robfon. 

There are no topics in divinity, which have been nsore free 
quently, and thoroughly canvafied, than the fubjeds of difpute 

between 




















from the church of Rome. « 


In this light, the work before us, as it appears to be drawn 
up with propriety and judgment, may be extremely ufeful in 


proteftant families, 


45: Due Differtationes : in quarum Priore probatur, Variantes LeGionts 
&F Menda, qua in facram Scripturam irrepferunt, non labefa@are-tjus 
Autioritatem in rebus, que ad Fidem€S Mores pertinent: in :Pofte- 
riore vera, Preedeftinationem Paulinam ad Gentilium Vocationem 
totam fpe@are. A Thoma Edwards, §. 7. P. Aul. 

T. Payne. 


In the firft of thefe Differtations the learned author has 
proved, that the various lections and miftakes which have crept 
into the text of the Old and New Teftament, do not affe& its 


Cantab, xuper Socio. 8v0. 


Pr, 25. 


authority in matters of importance. 


In the fecond he fhews, that the predeftination fpoken of by 
St. Paul wholly relates to the calling of the gentiles into the 


Chriftian difpenfation. 


What the author has advanced upon thefe topics is rational 


and judiciots. 


46. Mifcellaneous Thoughts of an univerfal Free-Thinker, Sev, 
Woodgate. 

This volume is the compofition of an uncultivated genius, 
who, in the courfe of three or four hundred pages, has thrown 
out fome rational obfervations, but a much greater number of 
The following quotations will 


Pr. 642. 


crude and incoherent effufions. 
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_ between the- Romifh and the proteftant churches. . We have 
had many excellent traéts, in which the errors of the. former 
have been clearly and effe@tually refuted. But fome of them 
are gradually finking into oblivion ; and others are only to be 
found in the works, perhaps, the valamindns works, of their 
refpeétive authors. This writer therefore very reafonably con- 
cluded, that there are many people, who would be glad to fee. 
the feveral points of this controverfy thrown together under 
one view, and to be furnifhed, at an eafy. expence, both of 
time and charge, not with mere ‘puerile inftrufion, but with 
fubftantial knowledge and manly reafoning ; fuch.as may en- 
able them to defend themfelves againft the artful attacks of 
their adverfaries, and aflign a proper reafon for their diffenfion 


be fufficient to gratify the reader’s curiofity : 


‘ The man whofe regards are wholly turned upon this world, 
walks through it blindfold, or rather like one with diftempered 
eyes, which beholding the flame of a fingle candle, can. fee 
nothing but merely a bundle of rays that caft a light fo fuligi- 
nous and confufed, he is forced to fhut his eyes fpeedily for 
prelent eafe and relief, owing to that mpuaeiplicity of crofling 
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and twifting rays which withdraws the objest itfelf quite out. 
of fight, and renders it of no more ufe than were there not any, 
fuch placed before him : whilft the fteadinefs and fimplicity of 
a Chriftian’s view in defcrying truth, “affaredly finds both what 
it is, and where it is, from re Pat their Lord vill never remove 
his candleftick.’ | 

This is one of our author’s brighter fentiments, yet, through 
the whole, his jdeas are confuled, and his language ungram~ 

atical. 

A fpecimen of what he calls firft and fecond thoughts. 
© 4. Recurrea Deo, non eff philofop bari. 
* To have recourfe to God in argument, you Know, i is not phi- 
lofophy. = 

*' 2. To what, or to whom, fhould we haye recourfe but te 
God,. fo yery certain as it is that no kind of philofophical rea- 
foning can help men to a jot of true knowledge, in many things 
daily paffing before their eyes ; they muft wait with patience - 
till they come to that abode where all fuch fhall be laid open 
to their view, where there will be nothing wrapped in covers, - 
either fingle, or double, or tenfold, as they-have hitherto been 

efented to the dim eye-fight of human creatures at this their 

rft birth; let them then no longer fet up themfelves for’ per- 
fe& and adequate judges of their Creator’s deating with’ them 
either here, or hereafter, efpécially in fo fleeting a term of 
theiy exiftence, but firmly conclude that in this fhort duration 
were we afforded ever fo little knowledge concerning our future 
and eternal ftate, we fhould always be careful that we lofe not 
one jot of that little, fince ’ tis all fufficient for us undoubtedly, 
while remaining on earth, therefore ought to. be efteemed as 
precious as the polar ftar i in navigation, it being the fole guide’ 
which fteers our veflels into that fafe harbour mehither the wife: 
inceffantly labour to ayrive at lait.’ 

By the Latin fentence, which introduces this obfervation, it 
is evident, that the learning of this free-thinker has net ex- 
tended ‘to’ Lily’s grammar. At.the conclufion are fome poeti- 
cal reflections on infidelity, credulity, flattery, truth, repen- 
tance, &c. in miferable rhyme. - 


47: Tanelur Sermons ou the moft interefling Subjed2s of the Chrifian, 
Religion, preached upon Jeveral Occafions, by Haddon Smith, 
Curate of St. Matthew, Bethnal-Green. 800, Pr. 33. 64. 
tn boards. "Turpin. 
Thefe difcourfes are of the practical kind. ‘They feem to 

be juvenile compofitions, The language in many: places is 

incorreé&t : but the author’s manner'is lively, and his ‘meaning 
perfpicuous. In a word, though they will not bear a‘ eritical 
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examination, they may be read with advantage by perfon’ 
who are: ferious, and well-difpofed, and capable’ of receiving 
benefit by fermons. 


8. A Treatife on the Exifichet of a Divine Biing fron all Blernity. 
: To which " annexed a fuccin@ Tréeatife on the Pde ily of ‘ 

Soul, Lllufirated to Demonfiration, 400. Pr. ite Wilkie. 

The author of this tract appears to be a pious, well-meaning 
man ; but is a very indifferent writer, and a worfé metaphy- 
fician. me 
4. Religions Exercifes recomminded. Or Difcourfes on fecrtt and 

Family Worfbip, and the religious Obferwation of the Lord's Day. 

With so Difcourfés on the heavenly. Stale, confidered utider the 

Idea of a Sabbath, By Job Orton. t2m0. Pr. 3s. Long- 

man. - , 

Thefe difeotirfes are plain atid familiar, and contain many 
ufeful dire&tions of a praétical nature. They are chiefly in- 
tended for perfons of ordinary abilities, in the lower ftations 
of life; and to thefe, if read with attention, and an honelt 
inclination to improve, they may be of excellent ufé. The 
author appears to be actuated by a fpirit of rational piety, and 
a fiticeré defire to’ promote the moft effential interefts of man- 
kind. 

50. An Expofition of the Catechifm of the Church of England, by 

Queftion and Anfwer, By Thomas Vivian, Vicar of Corn. 

wood, Devon. izmo. Pr. 3s. Dilly. , 


_ Mr. Vivian obferves, that among all the expofitions of the 
church catechifm, which he has known to be put into thie 
hands of young perfons, it is difficult to find any calculated to 
‘anfwer the nrain purpdfe, that of teaching young and igno- 
rant perfons what they thall do to be faved. This complaint, 
he fays, having been made by many perfons, gave occafion te 
the prefent attempt. . 

Few authors, we believe, who have written upon the cate- 
chifm, have attended more minutely than Mr. Vivian to every 
article, or have taken greater pains to confirm thofe articles 
by pafflages of fcripture. 

In points of controverfial divinity, he’gemerally follows’ the 
fentiments of our reformers. Thefe it is poffible may be right ; 
but, in fome inftances, it is more than probable they are’ 
wrong. If fo, a work of this kind will have a tendency to 
propagate and eftablifh fyftematical errors,. Fragaients of 
_fcripture may be-eafily colle@ed ; and; with great. plaufibility, 
applied to the defence of abfurdities. It is the fafeft way to 
Jearn the dorines of chriftiqgnity Som the fcriptures sper 

fan]  felves; 
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felves; and thefe may be read with as much facility as @ tex 
dious compilation of this nature. If an expofition of the 
catechifm is really wanted, we would rather put it into the 
hands of ‘ young and ignorant perfons’ fuch a little manual, 
as that which was publifhed fome years fince by Mr. Lewis, 
than one which is fix or eight times larger in fize, and fraught 
with a great number of pofitions and doétrines, which, if not 
erroneous, are certainly above the capacities of children. 


51. A Letter to the Rev. Mr. T y. Being an Enquiry into 
’ bis Condud, re/pefing bis late unchriflian Treatment of the Author 
of a Pamphlet entitled, ** The Notion of Eternal Fuflification re- 
Suted,” (Se. on two fucceffive Sundays at the L—k Chapel. 80. 

Pr. 3a. Dilly. 

The author of this letter complains, that Mr. 'T y, in 
fome of his difcourfes at the L—k, where this gentleman like- 
wife attends, had treated him and his pamphlet on juftification 
(becaufe it did not coincide with his own opinion) in a very 
illiberal manner; reprefenting the writer under the ludicrous 
image of ‘ a child, of about four years old, with a ftraw in his 
hand, running after a man, and ftriking him with it upon the 
back; as a lucklefs boy coming hopping in, mounted upon 
printed filts; and as a little cur, running after a man on horfe- 
back, and barking at the horfe’s heels.’—Language of this 
kind was undoubtedly unbecoming a divine in the pulpit ; and 
if Mr, T——-y actually expreffed himfelf in thefe terms, this 
gentleman has a right to complain. If we had mot his autho- 
rity for believing that this was really fact, we could not have 
imagjned that fuch expreffions fhould have ever been heard in a 
congregation of /aints; or that 

«© So much dudgeon dwells in Seav’nly minds !’” 


g2- The Bliffidne/s attending the Memory of the Juft represented ; in 
a Sermon preached at Hackney, ‘in Middlefex, Nov. 12, 1769, 
upon occafion of the much-lamented Death of the Rev. Mr, Timd- 
thy Laugher. By Andrew Kippis, D. D. S00. Pr. 15 
Buckland. 


This is a pious and ufeful difcourfe ; and is written with that — 
aceuracy and elegance which appear in all the compofitions of 


Dr. Kippis. 
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53 To the Aathors of the Critical Review. 


GENTLEMEN, 

1VE me leave to inform you of a miftake, into which you 

have been led, indeed almoft unavoidably, in the account 
which you have given, in your Review fos July laft, of the very 
learned 
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learned and ingenious Mr, Michaelis’s differtation Om the Influence 
‘of Opinions on Language, and of Language on Opinions, You. tell 
us, that ‘ the tranflation, which is now presented to the public, 
was revifed by Mr. Michaelis himfelf, and was enriched by him 
with fome confiderable fupplements.” No doubt you thought 
you had good authority for faying this, as you took it very ex- 
aétly from the preface prefixed to the tranflation: and no one, 
uninformed, as I fuppofe you were, of the true hiftory of this 
publication, could have underflood this preface otherwife than 
you have done. Yet the whole of your account above tran- 
{cribed isa miftake. I canaffure you, that Mr. Michaelis never 
faw one word of this tranflation, till feveral months after it 
was publifhed; he knows not who the Englith tranflator is ; 
he never had any correfpondence with him ; nor did he ever 
communicate to him, either direétly or indire&tly, any fupple- 
ment to his own work. The truth of the matter is this: the 
tranflation lately prefented to the public is a tranflation at fe- 
cond hand; it is tranflated from the French tranflation; the 
preface is the preface of the French tranflators, tranflated into 
Englifh. Of thefe very material circum{ftances not the leaft no- 
tice is given. The reader therefore will of courfe fuppofe, that 
the tranflation was made from the original German, and that 
the preface is the preface of the Englith tranflator. By this 
difingenuous concealment of the truth, not only the purchafers 
of this tranflatien are impofed upon, and the public deceived ; 
but great injuftice is done to the author of the differtation, 
who thus becomes refponfible, in the opinion of the Englifh 
reader, for al] the imperfections, whatever they may be, of the 
tranflation. I fpeak only on fuppofition, not having had lI¢i- 
fure or opportunity to enter minutely into an examination of 
this matter: but if the tranflator fhould perchance have fallen 
into miftakes, inaccuracies, obfcurities ; it will all be imputed 
to Mr. Michaelis himfelf, the fuppofed revifor of this traflation ; 
the fuppofed approver of it, as conveying accurately and cor- 
rectly his own fenfe. 

But further, there is another circumftance, which I muft beg 
leave to.explain to you, refpecting the ftyle and compofition ; 
in regard to which, the author may probably think, that his, 
differration cannot appear to any advantage in this new Englith 
drefs. The diflertation was written in the German language. 
The French tranflation of it was undertaken voluntarily’by 
two eminent writers, in all refpects capable of performing the 
tafk with accuracy and elegance 3; Monf. de Merian, and Monf. de 
Premontval: ant they fubmitted thew tranflation in MS. to the 
author for his revifal. The Freneh language differs very greatly 
from the iciom of the Germam:-and not only fo, but it is tied 
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up t6 fach rid rules, it has fo many hiceties and delicacks 
with regard to the turn of the expreflion, and the form of the 
period, that it is extremely difficult, if not impofible, to give 
¥ at clofe, and at the fame time an elegant tranilation, Bs 
any language into French. The tranflators themfelves 
complained to the author of the very great conftraint (/a géne 
excefive, to ufe their own expreffion) which they lay under in 
this refpeét. They were therefore obligéd to take confiderablé 
liberties with the original, in regard to the expreffion and cem- 
fition, in order to make the difcourfe appear graceful and 
aati in their own language : and this they might very 
tonfidently and fafely do, as they wrote under the eye of th 
author, who would be fire to note and to rectify every the leat 
@eviation from his true fenfe. This advantage the Engli 
tranflation has not enjoyed: and moreover it. labours under a 
onary difadvantage. A _clofe tranflation, made at fecond 
nd from a free one, muft carry with it a ftrong tin&ure of 
the medium through which it has pafied ; at the fame time 
that it has no chance of recovering any thing that mdy have 
been loft of the native and genuine colour of the firft compofi- 
tion : in this cafe efpecially, where the French language, equal- 
ty difcordant from the German and the Englifh, ftands in the 
way between both, and intercepts the natural communication 
of thofe two fifter languages 5 3 which would have run immedi- 
ately one into the other; with great facility and exaétnefs, and 
with very little alteration of the. form, or diminution of the 
fpirit, of the original. In faé, I have been informed by 4 
learned foreigner, (than whom no one can be fuppofed to be a 
better judge i in this matter, or td enter more readily and inti- 
inafely into the meaning of the author) that, in reading this 
tratiffation, he met with many paflages which he could not un- 
derftand, without havitig recourfe to the French tranflation 
tind that tHofe very paflages, which appeared to him hard and 
obfcute, afid that merely from being literally ‘rendered from 
the French,’ would have appeared eafy and graceful in Englifh, © 
had they been literally rendered from the German. 
By publifhing this in your next Review, you will do juitice 
to Mr. Michaelis, to yourfelves, and to the public; arid oblige, 


Gentlemen, 
Jan. 12; Your humble fervant, 
477° ro | 
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